
 
 

Until further notice. 
               

BIBLE READING  
 

March 29 2020  

Lent 5  

Ez 37:1-14  

Ps 130  

Rom 8:6-11  

Jn 11:1-45 

April 5 2020  

Palm Sunday  

Is 50:4-9a  

Ps 118:1-2,19-29  

Phil 2:5-11  

Mt 21:1-11 
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Minister 
Reverend Andrew Gillies 
Mob: 0448 617 136 
 

Office hours  
9.00 am - 4.30 pm 
Wednesday and Thursday 
Mob:  0466 787 703 
E:  icucreception@outlook.com 
 

New Life Op Shop 
Opening hours  
Closed till further notice 
Mob: 0491 757 723 
 

Direct Debit Giving: 
UCA-Ipswich City Uniting Church 
BSB: 014010 
Account:  387923132 
 

If you have concerns or need 
pastoral care and have not 
been contacted by someone on 
the pastoral care team, please 
call 0466 787 703 so that Jan 
can have someone follow up. 
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WAIT AND HOPE 
Today (Sunday 29/3/20) we don’t know how effective the social distancing and lock 

down  policy of the government has been. Like the people of Ezekiel’s time we might 

be about to face a valley of dry bones of our own. We have some things in common 

with the people of Jerusalem. We are ‘exiled’ from our place of worship. We are   

separated from parts of our community. We also stand in the shadow of death.    

Believe it or not though, even if the worst predictions of health authorities come to 

pass and we cannot slow down the spread of the virus, we are much better off than 

the people of Jerusalem were.  

Their whole city, their houses and their place of worship were all destroyed. Before 

that happened, they faced a terrible siege. The city was surrounded, food and      

supplies were cut off and they feared the invading troops and what they would do. 

Many died not only of illness, but starvation, and the sword. We still have our 

homes. Food is still being grown and processed and supplied. We cannot gather, but 

our places of gathering are still there. By the grace of God we may even slow the 

spread of the virus and most will be spared. And in the meantime we can still       

connect by phone, email, Facebook, YouTube and all the modern means we have at 

our disposal.  

The good news is that although the people of Jerusalem felt that they were like a 

valley of dry bones and they had lost far more than we stand to lose, they were     

restored. It took time when they patiently had to wait but they did return home,  

rebuild and a time of new life came. The Gospel for today reminds us that in Jesus 

even death is defeated for he is “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). Just as 

valleys of dry bones become a living multitude, the cross and the tomb become the 

places of restoration and new life. 

They had to wait 70 years. If what we have seen in China is anything to go by we will 

have to wait at most for months before the spread of the virus is contained. While 

they waited they kept the faith and they did what they could to keep community  

going. They helped not just their faith community they looked after the welfare of 

their neighbours too. (Jeremiah 29:7) At this time our task or purpose is to do just 

that. Wait in hope! Hear the promise of the valley of Dry Bones and the way God 

brought Israel back to fullness of life. AND love each other and your neighbours. 

Make those phone calls. Send those Facebook messages and emails and texts. If 

someone is in isolation and you have to  go out for some need, check if they need 

anything in their letterbox or at their door. And keep praying for all who have need. 

                                                                                                        Andrew 


