
 
 

BIBLE READING  
 
 

May 3 2020  

Easter 4  
 

Acts 2:42-47  
Ps 23  
1 Pt 2:19-25  
Jn 10:1-10 
 
May 10 2020  

Easter 5  
 

Acts 7:55-60  
Ps 31:1-5, 15-16  
1 Pt 2:2-10  
Jn 14:1-14 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER 

The great fifty days of Easter includes eight 

Sundays beginning with the Easter Vigil and 

concluding on the Day of Pentecost. 

The season celebrates the Resurrection and 

Ascension of Christ and the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

 

 

75 Limestone Street,  Ipswich, Q 
Postal Address: 
P.O. Box 2520  
North Ipswich Q 4305     
Australia  
ABN 64 239 176 879 
 

Minister 
Reverend Andrew Gillies 
Mob: 0448 617 136 
 

Office  
Mob:  0466 787 703 
E:  icucreception@outlook.com 
 

New Life Op Shop 
Opening hours  
Closed till further notice 
Mob: 0491 757 723 
 

Direct Deposit Giving: 
UCA-Ipswich City Uniting Church 
BSB: 014010 

The Uniting Church In Australia 

IPSWICH CITY 

REFLECTION 
WHAT IS THE CHURCH? 

May 3, 2020 

NEWSLINK 

 What is the church? These six verses Acts 2:42-27 describe the church, 

as it was when it first began 2000 years ago and as it shall be through all 

eternity and a it is now. In one sentence the church is about teaching the 

Gospel, gathering in genuine community, breaking bread together and 

worship. From this, flows care and provision for those in need, signs and 

wonders, and growth.  
 

In my message I detail four areas. First, the church is that group of people 

who devote themselves to the Apostles’ teaching. The Apostle’s teaching 

is what we have in the New Testament. It is the Good News or Gospel 

concerning Jesus. Second, the Church is the group of people who share 

in fellowship, or genuine community. Third, the church is the group of 

people who devote themselves to prayer. We are the ones who wait    

upon the Lord. We are the ones who present our prayers and petitions 

our fears and hopes to God. Fourth the church is that group of people 

who break bread together. We celebrate our unity in Christ, that he is 

with us, and all he has done and is doing for us and in us. God uses these 

four things to bring forth growth and acts of service.  

Rev Andrew 

IPSWICH CITY UNITING CHURCH WEBSITE  -                                                      

https://www.ipswichcityunitingchurch.org.au/  

Don’t forget to contact Chris Howden or Peter Hall if you would like to 

be part of a small team of people who will maintain the website. The only 

pre-requisite is a computer with connection to the internet. You will be 

provided training and support by the team leaders.  
 

As the site undergoes its reconstruction, if you have any constructive 

feedback on what works and what does not work, please phone or email 

Peter Hall - 0473430255 or prphall@bigpond.net.au 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 

Please consider how you make your offering to the life of the church and 

if possible consider using direct credit through your bank as the method 

for making your offering. 
 

Details for the church account are: 
 

Account Name:   UCA - Ipswich City Uniting Church 

BSB:                   014010   

Account No:       387923132 

mailto:prpahall@bigpond.net.au


FRONTIER SERVICES 

To download the latest edition of Frontier News (May 2020)     

follow the link: https://frontierservices.org/   

SCRIPTURE UNION NEWS 

The 2020 Autumn Southern Queensland Edition of Scripture    

Union News is out now, so to keep informed of what is happening 

please go to https://www.suqld.org.au/blog/ 

 

 

 

UnitingWorld is the international aid and partnerships    

agency of the Uniting Church in Australia. Collaborating for 

a world free from poverty and injustice. 
 
 

To read the Quarter 1 Update follow the link: 

https://www.unitingworld.org.au/news/  

 
THE UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA                

QUEENSLAND SYNOD - https://ucaqld.com.au/  
 

This is third part in the For a time such as this series by Rev 

Dr Jenny Tymms. This is a fantastic resource and we        

encourage you to take the time to pause and reflect 

throughout the COVID-19 journey.  Rev David Baker 
 

For a time such as this – week three  - Rev Dr Jenny 
Tymms  

The Apostle Paul was a man accustomed to being in control 
of his life and at home in the world of travel and energetic 
leadership. But he discovered that even as a disciple of Je-
sus, not all of his own hopes and plans would succeed. Much 
to his frustration he found himself confined to prison, first in 
Caesarea, and then under a form of “house-arrest” in Rome. 
The Church at Philippi learned that Paul was imprisoned and 
sent  Epaphroditus to support him and his work, and to bring 
gifts to help out with his material needs. But Epaphroditus 
became desperately ill and after his recovery Paul sent him 
back to his home congregation earlier than planned.         
Epaphroditus took back with him a letter of thanks and    
encouragement addressed to the church. It was the “Letter 
of Paul to the Philippians” that we know so well from the 
New Testament. Paul felt conflicted about the situation in 
which he found himself. He knew that he was playing a    
valuable role as a witness to Christ to those around him. At 
the same time he wanted to be freed from his confinement 
in order to be more useful to the wider church on the out-
side. He didn’t know whether it would be better to live in 
fruitful labour for Christ or to die and be with Christ. Yet it 
was while he was imprisoned that he wrote his joy-filled 
letter. It includes the magnificent hymn/poem about the 
humility of Jesus. This poem, together with his hope-filled 
words of encouragement and challenge, have sustained 
Christians for almost 2000 years. Some of the restrictions on 
our own movements might soon be lifted. It is a good time 
to reflect on our experience of the past few weeks. What 
have you found most difficult or frustrating? Are there 
events or circumstances that have brought out your     

crankiness or your tears? Have there been unexpected gifts 
or moments of surprised joy? What are you learning about 
yourself and your faith during this time? You might wish to 
journal your reflections and bring them before God in     
prayer. Why not also take the time to read and ponder the 
letter to the Philippians, especially chapter two.  

 

THE EMMAUS WALK 

Eight miles from the Holy City 

There was a village small. 

They were joined by a road 

That went past Jerusalem’s wall. 
 

At best it was a dusty path 

Narrow rather than being wide. 

But it was often used by many 

To reach the countryside. 
 

Four days since their Master died 

Two disciples walked that way. 

They spoke with sadness of Jesus death 

And where His body lay. 
 

Because He was their mutual friend 

Their Master and their Lord. 

His violent death had shattered them 

For He was much adored. 
 

It was midday and the sun was hot 

Their hearts broken and sad 

They agreed that Jesus died 

At the hands of men most bad. 
 

They had only reached the halfway point 

When joined by some other 

They didn’t know who this man was 

But greeted Him as a brother 
 

He asked them of what they spoke 

Cleopas rudely replied, 

“You’ve just come from Jerusalem 

Surely you know that Jesus Died!”. 
 

The stranger asked “What do you mean?” 

As they slowly walked with gloom. 

Their story began at the rugged cross 

And finished at the tomb. 
 

Frustrated Jesus looked at the two 

“Why can’t you understand?. 

You’ve been told all this before 

And you still don’t comprehend!” 
 

Once again He explained to them 

What the scriptures said of Him. 

And He lectured them on the road that day 

Until the light grew dim. 
 

Cleopas invited Him to a meal 

Jesus blessed and broke the bread. 

It was then that they realised 

Jesus was not dead. 
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