
A Summary of the Sermon (26 April 2020) @ Ipswich City (virtual) – David Mackay Rankin 

Reading: Luke 24. 13-35  

 

“They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 

talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”” (Luke 

24:32, NRSV)  

The story of the disciples on the road to Emmaus and their encounter with the 

risen Jesus was a critical one for the early disciples. For those who had met 

with Jesus, and travelled with him, and heard him teach during his earthly life 

and existence, the question arose – particularly after they had experienced the 

bewilderment of Gethsamene and the horror of Golgotha (and even after 

stories had begun to emerge of his appearance post-death to many within the 

community of disciples) – as to how they would, or could, encounter him now, 

given that he had, apparently, ascended back to the side of the Father. How 

was he – after his time on earth – present to and with them now? And what 

they learned over time – and what is reflected in the experience of the 

disciples travelling to Emmaus – is how this might and would happen for them 

and what they have handed on to us who ourselves did not experience or 

encounter Jesus, as it were, in the flesh. 

The learnings from the story are many but, for me, the key ones are these: 

We encounter Jesus often in our lives but do not know it: our eyes are 

somehow kept from the recognition of this. 



We encounter him as we journey on the road of discipleship and do so in 

community. Discipleship is not primarily an individual thing but one 

experienced usually and best in community. 

We encounter him as his story, the story of his incarnate life and witness, is 

told and told again and again. 

We encounter him in the breaking of the bread, in fellowship, as companions 

(those with whom we share bread, the panis), and we encounter him in this 

way most supremely in the Eucharist, in the Supper, in the Communion, 

around the table……. 

We encounter him when we ourselves tell the story, his story, my story, our 

story, the story which is that one which makes us who and what we are; we 

are the story….. 

Text :David Mackay-Rankin 

Dear God, remind us, encourage us, and inspire us to remember and to tell the 

“old, old story of Jesus and his love” among each other and all our neighbours. 

In Jesus Name. Amen. 

 


