
Dear Ipswich City church family 

 

 

Today Heather and I have made the difficult decision that we will keep our 

children home from school. At the same time Heather along with thousands of 

teachers across Australia goes into school. Perhaps today you could pray for 

teachers who will be more exposed than most to the virus. Also pray for children 

for the same reason and pray for parents who are struggling to decide what is best 

for their children. 
 

Daily Reflection 

 

Hope in the Lord! 

“O [People of God], hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
and with him is great power to redeem.” (Psalm 130:7, NRSV) 
                As we go into partial lockdown it is almost as though the people who put 
together the three-year cycle of readings the church follows knew that this would 
be the week when the world changed. This would be the week when we would 
need encouragement. 
                Psalm 130 is one of the great words of hope in the Bible. When we think 
of the steadfast love of God we remember God rescuing Israel from slavery, the 
return from exile, saving Noah from the flood, giving Sarah, Leah, Elizabeth, 
Hannah, and Mary a child, when it seemed impossible, raising Lazarus and in Jesus 
turning the darkness of Good Friday and the horror of the Cross into the restored 
life of Easter Sunday. In our own history we remember enduring the dark days of 
World War II and the prosperity of the 50s. We remember the rebuilding of 
Darwin after Cyclone Tracey. Hope built on this steadfast love of God helps us to 
keep going. It has in the past; it help now and it will in the future! 

  



Lord keep us going, in love for you, in love for our neighbours, and in ourselves. 
Remind us again and gain of your steadfast love, that “Weeping may linger for 
the night, but joy comes in the morning.”* In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
*Ps 30:5 
 
Yours in Jesus 
 
 
Andrew 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

 


