
Dear Ipswich City Church Family 

 

We are not alone. 
I was reminded by someone today that we are not alone as a church or even as the 

Uniting Church as we pray for and seek to support our community, nation and 

world. From around the 19th of March national Church leaders have called us to 

prayer. 
 

The suggestion is that at 7pm every night we join together in prayer. There are a 

couple of resources representing all the major church groups in Australia.  
 

The National council of churches in Australia (Catholic, Anglican, Unitingm, 

Lutheran, Churches of Christ etc.) Have a suggested daily prayer. Click HERE for 

the web page. 
 

A less official group representing the Australian Christian Church (Assemblies of 

God, Hillsong etc.) and other similar churches has a website HERE where you can 

subscribe to or download daily prayer resources and guides. 
 

I'm not sure how we'll go but Heather Eli Ivy Parker and I will talk about whether 

we can do this tonight and in the days ahead, as a family. 
 

Daily Reflection 

 

Who is this? 

“When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 

this?”” (Matthew 21:10, NRSV)  

We think of Jesus as being very famous. Although only about half the 

Australian population still identify with the Christian faith and less than 10% 

are in church on any given Sunday, most Australians will have heard of Jesus. 

When Jesus came into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday, the vast majority 

https://www.ncca.org.au/ncca-newsletter/march-2020-3/item/2050-call-for-unifying-prayer-across-our-nation-for-the-nations
https://christiansunited.online/


of people did not know who he was. Today the Christian faith is the largest in 

the world. In addition to that Muslims recognise Jesus as a prophet.  

Even after Easter the followers of Jesus were a tiny group. It was not until 

more than 300 years after his birth that Jesus would have been known about 

by most people in the Roman Empire. 

Jesus an obscure figure in his time, has had a mighty influence on our globe. 

God used his first followers, a tiny group, to “turn the world upside down”. 

(Acts 17:6)  

As active Christians in Australia you are probably less than 10% of the 

population and yet like salt in a bowl of chips or a tiny nightlight in a child’s 

bedroom, we can have a huge positive influence on our world. (Matthew 5:13-

16) 

Lord, we are so thankful that even though you did not need to become one of 

us, even though you did not need us, yet you did become one of us and you do 

include us in your work. Make us brighter and saltier, especially now when the 

world needs flavour and hope. In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen. 

Yours in Jesus 

 

Andrew 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

 


