
Worship and Website 

I have heard positive feedback from the service on Sunday. If you want to revisit 
Sunday's Service or any of the others you can go to our YouTube Channel playlists. 
Click HERE or why not have a look at the church Website. Peter Hall has been 
doing a lot of work on it so have a good look around at the 
changes. www.ipswichcityunitingchurch.org.au/  
 

If you just want to go straight to a list of church services follow this 
link: https://www.ipswichcityunitingchurch.org.au/online-church  . 
 

All the daily reflections are there too! 

 

Daily Reflection 

 
“…[God] has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in 

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” (Acts 17:31, NRSV)  

We most often think of Jesus as Saviour, Lord, and teacher. We don’t always 

think of him as Judge. Yet this passage and others in the New Testament paint 

Jesus as the final Judge. Think of Matthew 25:31-46 where Jesus judges 

between the sheep and the goats. He will judge “in righteousness”. This might 

all sound a bit scary, but what do you know about Jesus. On the one hand he 

turned over the money tables, got angry at the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and 

some of the scribes and taught a hard ethics which demanded love of God, 

neighbour and enemy and a denial of self. On the other hand, he went as a 

guest to eat with publicly notorious outcasts. This included tax collectors who 

collaborated the Romans and the hated King Herod. He forgave his enemies, 

even those who killed him. He forgave Peter who denied him. He went to the 

https://www.ipswichcityunitingchurch.org.au/
https://www.ipswichcityunitingchurch.org.au/online-church


cross so we would know God’s love and receive forgiveness. He fed the hungry 

with bread and fish and with the words of eternal life. And when a bridal 

couple didn’t order enough wine for a wedding celebration, he provided more 

wine that the whole village could have drunk. He is the one who said we must 

forgive not seven times but more times than we can count. 

This is the nature of the judge who judges us. This means that though we may 

fear the judge as a fisherman or woman fears the ocean when there is a storm, 

we also love the judge as the one who provides all that is needed for life and 

salvation. Yes, Jesus is a righteous (or good and fair) judge but he is also 

merciful and forgiving, full of grace. At one and the same time he is the Eternal 

Son of God and a human being like us, our brother and friend. Whatever you 

have done, whatever others have done, you can therefore go on and do the 

next thing God has called you to. You can live in the freedom of God’s love and 

forgiveness, guaranteed by the Risen Jesus, our Judge and our Hope. 

Lord God we come to you in the name of the Risen Jesus our judge and friend. 

Forgive us and strengthen us to love you and all the neighbours and even 

enemies you have given us. Free us from guilt and fill us with love. Amen. 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 
 
 


