
Dear Ipswich City Church family, 

This Sunday we will again join in the Synod (State wide) service. This month in the Synod 

service we will celebrate the 43rd anniversary of the Uniting Church. I will add a couple of 

local touches to the service ash in the last couple of months. 

 

As I said yesterday, all the reflections this week will have some reference to unity. Today it is 

the call to be united in love. 

 

 

Daily reflection 

 
“Let mutual love continue.” (Hebrews 13:1, NRSV)  
  
Love – Simple yet very demanding! We know we should love God with all that 
we are and that we should love our neighbours as ourselves. We know that 
when Jesus was asked, ‘What is the greatest commandment?’ he gave these 
two. In giving this “two for one” he is basically saying that love of God and love 
of neighbour cannot be separated. It’s very simple! It’s not easy. Which one of 
us always loves God with all we are? Which one of us always loves our 
neighbour as ourselves? (Some of us don’t even love ourselves!) 

  
To encourage us and remind us of God’s mercy when we fall short most of the 
New Testament letters have the same structure. Before they tell us how to live 
our lives, they tell us about God’s love and forgiveness and mercy in Jesus. The 
letter to the Hebrews does this. God has spoken to us through Jesus who is 
God’s Son.  He is greater than angels, greater than the great Prophet and Law 
Giver Moses. He tasted death for everyone. He truly became one of us and has 
been tested as we are tested. He has been raised to new life and takes us into 
the presence of God the Father. We can therefore boldly approach God in 



prayer, for when we come to prayer we come with Jesus a human being like us 
and God’s eternal Son.  
  
Our sin has been taken away, once and for all in the self-giving life and death of 
Jesus and we are safely taken into presence of God, unafraid that we will be 
condemned. We are saved by Jesus and so like all those in the history of faith 
we can endure the trials of life, knowing that the promise of eternal life is 
before us. Jesus himself is a great example. He suffered and faithfully endured, 
and God raised him to new life. 
  
We are forgiven, we are brought safe into the presence of God and we have 
the firm promise of eternal life. It is in the light of ALL of this, that the letter of 
the Hebrews says, “Let mutual love continue.” Simple, and STILL demanding, 
but if we fail, we know we have “mercy and help” from God and we have such 
wonderful examples of all who have gone before us! 

  
God of love who we know and have met in Jesus, unite us in love for one 
another. We dare to ask these things, because we do not come alone. We come 
with your son, Jesus. In whose Name we pray. Amen. 
Rev. Andrew Gillies 
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