
Dear Ipswich City Church Family 

 

Thanks for all the positive feedback about Sunday's online worship service. 

 

The prayer chain information will come with Thursday or Friday's email. 

 

We are about to start planning for return to face to face worship. We do not have a date yet 

and there will be a lot to do to make it happen. 

 

You may wish to pray not just for churches but for all the many businesses and organisations 

who are facing the same kinds of challenges we will face. 

 

I've not said much about the death of George Floyd in my reflections but this week's reading 

from Genesis reminded me of the way we need to treat those who have a different culture or 

background to ourselves as we would treat Jesus. 

 

 Daily Reflection 

 
“The Lord appeared to Abraham … He looked up and saw three men standing 

near him. When he saw them, he … said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do 

not pass by your servant.” (Genesis 18:1–3, NRSV)  

Hospitality was one of the most important obligations in the Ancient world. In 

Genesis 18:1 we are told that one or perhaps all three of the visitors who come 

to visit Abraham is the LORD. (When you see ‘LORD’ written in capitals in the 

Old Testament it means God and represents the Hebrew word Yahweh.) We 

don’t know if Abraham knew this at the start or not. What we do know is that 

if a stranger passed by and they came in peace then it was your duty to offer 

them hospitality. Even if Abraham did not know who they were he may not 

have acted much differently. Once you had offered, and they had accepted 

hospitality, you were bound to protect your guest and treat them as a friend, 

and they were bound to honour you and your household. 



More than 1000 years later in Matthew 25, Jesus tells us that whenever we 

welcome a stranger, we welcome him. (Matt 25:35) This is more symbolic than 

the Abraham story where the LORD speaks to Abraham, but it is just as real. A 

community which has a strong relationship with Jesus will welcome strangers, 

feed the hungry, clothe the naked and so on not because they want God’s love 

or approval but because they already have it. Jesus identifies with the stranger 

and the needy and so you should view every person with awe and reverence, 

even if part of you is saying they are different, or they “deserve” their lot. 

Listen to the inner voice of the Spirit telling you that the one before you is 

sacred. 

Given the recent events with George Floyd and Australia’s own sorry story of 

black deaths in custody this reminder that every human being who stands 

before you is sacred is something that we need. 

God, help us to see every stranger before us, as we would see Jesus if he came 

before us. In his name we pray. Amen. 

 

Yours in Jesus 

 

Andrew 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

Ph m. 0448 617136 
Personal email: andrew@gilsworth.com 
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