
Dear Ipswich City Church family 

 

I hope you are all having a wonderful weekend so far. Chris Howden, our Church 

Council secretary is having some serious computer problems at the moment. 

Prayer 

Given how much we have had to do online that might be a good prompt for us to 

give thanks for technology, but also pray for those who struggle with it, and those 

who could benefit from it but do not have it. Like fire it brings benefits but can 

also cause problems, so pray for those who may have been hurt by it too. 
 

Online Worship 

For tomorrows online service click HERE 

Or copy this link into a web browser: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNPi8bY3yzgK09Zi8ya1McHiTMPTCps

PF 

 

For past services follow or cut and paste this 

link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCz5w6rIppfl-aYoTpTQzeHg/playlists 

 

Daily reflection 

 
“Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 

unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness.” 

(Matthew 10:1, NRSV)  

Pentecost and the coming of the Spirit was not the birth of the church, (in my 

opinion). The church began when Jesus called women and men to be disciples, 

and it especially began when Jesus called out the twelves disciples, 

empowered then and commissioned them to “…proclaim the good news, ‘The 

kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 

lepers, cast out demons. …” (Matthew 10:7–8, NRSV)  
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 From that point the church began as an organisation, or community. It is true, 

and a good thing that within that community, we share the love and hope of 

God with each other. We love others with the love of the Lord. It is even better 

and vital, that we also share that love and hope with the world. Even if we date 

the beginning of the church to the day of Pentecost, the same is still true. The 

first thing the men and women in the upper room do, after receiving the Spirit, 

is to proclaim “God’s deeds of power.” (Acts 2:11) And they proclaim it to a 

crowd from all the corners of the earth. 

This is still the purpose and mission of the church – in word and deed, in the 

power of the Spirit to share the good news that the Kingdom of heaven has 

come near or that in Jesus something of heaven is now at work on earth. When 

heaven and earth combine there will be no more suffering, hunger, sickness, 

death or spiritual oppression.  

It is your task and my task, the task of the church, to herald that truth, in our 

words, our being and our doing. 

God, help us to recognise the calling and empowering of Jesus on our lives, that 

we may be effective witnesses and an effective church. In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 

 

 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

Ph m. 0448 617136 
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