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Christ’s mission in the world. It        
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Sunday and concludes with the feast of 

Christ the King. 
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A Slave by Any Other Name 

July 5, 2020 

NEWSLINK 

 

Read Romans 7: 15-25a 

 

In recent weeks, our television journalists and newspaper columnists have coined a new   

expression for us. “Cancel culture” is the abandonment of long held names of products or 

practices which suggest racism, no matter how mild or remote.  
 

 

Cancel culture is one manifestation of the global social conditioning we are now exposed to.  

“Racism” and “slavery” are associated words currently highly volatile.  Their present use 

sparks acute emotion, even violence; historically their use usually has.  
 

* * * * * * * *   
Yet in his letter to the Romans, (Chapter 6), the Apostle Paul freely uses the word “slave” to 

describe his readers.  He explains we are all slaves in one sense or another; either slaves to 

sin, which results in spiritual death, or we are slaves to the law of God, which results in true 

righteousness.  That is, God’s righteousness which is true righteousness, and not something 

of our own making.  
 

 

His explanation serves as a background to this week’s Epistle reading in Romans 7.  Paul’s 

tightly entwined descriptions of his inner feelings in this chapter show how he struggles with 

these two sets of laws which influence his thinking, conduct, and ultimately his faith.  
 

 

In Chapter 7, Paul switches metaphors from slavery to imprisonment.  While his heart        

delights in God’s law, he finds himself a prisoner to the law of sin.  This is no longer God’s 

righteousness, but his own self-righteousness at work within him.  
 

 

Paul demonstrates an incredible candour about himself which needs to be present in us all, if 

we are to be honest to God. It is only when we acknowledge Christ as our Lord and Saviour, 

then it is God and not us, who frees us from this tyrannical dilemma of trying to do good, but 

end up doing bad.  
 

 

Then yes, we remain as slaves, but slaves of a very different kind from the horrid               

connotations of today’s use of the word slavery and the various responses it brings.  You can 

be glad that you are a slave; a slave to God’s law through Christ. The irony of this is that you 

are then set free from the dilemma which Paul talks about, and catches us all if we let it.  

Thus, “being a slave to God’s law through Christ”, is an expression which remains beyond the 

influence of any cancel culture.   

 

Grace and Peace, to each one of you. 
 

Rev Bruce.  

 

Wretched man that I am!  

Who will deliver me from  

this body of death? (Rom 7:24 ESV) 

https://biblehub.com/esv/romans/7.htm

