
Dear Ipswich City Church Family 

 

At the end of this week I go on two week's leave. The preacher for Sunday will be Rev. 

Charles Veseley who I believe many of you know. 

 

The following Sunday we will be joining with Redcliffe Uniting Church who use the same 

method of delivering a service as us. Their style is a little different but one thing we have in 

common is that they have developed a community hub and we have thought about that sort of 

use for our buildings.  

 

The following Sunday, the 19th we are aiming to be face to face but we will still provide 

something online for those of you who have made the very good decision to stay at home 

until either Australia is virus free or there is a vaccine. There are also people watching our 

service who do not regularly attend church. This is an opportunity for outreach. There is a 

great deal to get ready and we are working hard in the background. 

 

I can also let you know that my supply has been extended by Presbytery until the end of the 

year. I will continue to be half time. In all likelihood I will be with you until then. 

 

Daily reflections.  

Sunday will be the last daily reflection probably for the foreseeable future. I have been 

working more than half time, and every day to get these and other duties done when I am 

only meant to be working Thursday, Friday and part of Saturday and Sunday. 

 

We will provide some alternatives and later in the week I will let you know about these. 

 

Today's reflection 

 
 

How can God ask any father to sacrifice his son as Abraham was asked? How could Abraham 

follow that command? Even though you know the good ending to the story it must have been 

traumatic for all involved. The Bible scholar and spiritual theologian Eugene Peterson 

suggests there is only one way to maybe make sense of this command by God. Abraham 

feared the power and might of God as a sailor who loves the ocean might fear the mighty 

waves in a storm, but Abraham knew much more about the character of God. He knew that 

God had kept him and Sarah safe on the journey from their homeland and had provided for 

them through conflict, war, and famine. Even though they were very old God had given them 



a child. Even though Abraham had lied more than once and shown a lack of trust in God, God 

had remained faithful. Perhaps Isaac too even though he was a young boy had experienced 

these qualities of God. Thus perhaps both Father and Son knew that God would somehow 

"fix" this thing that they faced and so no trauma would have resulted for the boy and his dad.  

 

You can see the parallel in Jesus the only beloved son and the father. The difference is that 

we know that Jesus the eternal Son of God chooses the sacrifice in a way that a young boy 

could not. Like Isaac and Abraham through Jesus you have all been spared the sacrifice. 

 

As a result of the Corona Virus but also the changes in the culture and the church in Australia 

over the last 50 years you are being asked to change some things. You will be able to return 

to face to face worship, but for a while at least you will not all be able to sing. You will have 

to wade through paperwork ifu you are in an "at risk" category. 

 

Longer term there will be other changes. If the number of those who know and trust God in 

Ipswich is to grow you must all work at making disciples. This too will change how church 

looks and happens in the future.  

 

As you are asked to make these sacrifices remember who is calling you to do it. It is God who 

has brought you through all the many trials of your life. It is God who preserved Israel 

through slavery, exile, war and much more besides. It is the Father who did not even spare his 

own son, and who raised him from the dead.  You can trust this One just as Abraham did. 

 

God, remind us of your power, your love and your trustworthy nature. Remind us how you 

have preserved us in the past. Help us to know that we are safe as we face change and 

sacrifice, for you do provide, and you are the same, yesterday, today and forever. In Jesus' 

Name. Amen. 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

Ph m. 0448 617136 
Personal email: andrew@gilsworth.com 
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