
Good afternoon all, 
 
Included below in this week’s notices is the latest BB Connex from the Presbytery.  
 
WORSHIP LINK – SUNDAY MARCH 28 
https://youtu.be/V4solfntFMk  
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EASTER SERVICE TIMES 
Maundy Thursday            7 pm Glebe Rd Uniting Church (no meal) 
Good Friday                       7 am Ipswich City  
Easter Sunday                   9 am Ipswich City 
 
THE LENT HOME GROUP STUDIES will end at Easter. People are encouraged to continue in their 
individual daily “With love to the world” study. After Easter, you may wish to continue in the home 
group or stop for a short time and join in the same group or another group for the next suggested 
study.  
 

Commencing School term 2, Studies ‘Radical Hospitality’ and ‘Passionate Worship’ will run for 6 
weeks, starting 11 April ending 16 May with Pentecost on Sunday 23 May. Leaders will be required 
to attend a small training session on Monday 5th April 10 -11.30am or 7.30 - 9.00pm led by Peter 
Arnett at Glebe Road. These studies will inform our common understanding as we seek to come 
together as God’s people in Ipswich. 
 
THE MISSION ACTION TEAM met on 21st March 2021 at Glebe Road UC commencing with others at 
11.30am in prayer and continuing at 12.30 for the meeting. After a devotion we shared about the 
life of each congregation. Trinity and City which had completed the questionnaire at Church Council 
reported the findings.  
 

A map of Ipswich showing where church households live was distributed and a report on the recent 
First Aid & Safe Ministry with Children Training at City was given. 
 

The work for the future then started as we discussed and developed Our Shared Vision for Mission & 
Strategic Plan which included a Vision Statement, Core Values and our shared missional purpose and 
plan. All these will go to Church Council for discussion and hopefully adoption. The governance plan 
for One Congregation consisting of 5 communities in 4 locations was also presented will be sent to 
Church Councils with a recommendation. The decision on a name for the amalgamated congregating 
is set for future discussion. 
 

The valuation for each property was distributed and a recommendation for Church Councils to 
encourage home groups to participate in the Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations study in terms 2 
and 3 was embraced. The times are Term 2 Hospitality, Worship start 11 April end 16 May Pentecost 
23 May; Term 3 Faith, Mission and Service, Generosity start July 18 end 12 September; Term 4 
Advent start 10 Oct end 31 Oct. (not actual dates but before holidays). Training of home group 

https://youtu.be/V4solfntFMk


leaders will be essential and Peter Arnett has offered this training on Monday 5th April 10-11.30am 
or 7.30 to 9.00pm. 
 

The Calendar of Events for 2021 was distributed, recommendations for Church Council considered, 
with recognition of the Tenebrae Service on Maundy Thursday at Glebe and Pentecost Celebration 
on 23 May at City. 
Future Meetings are 1:30 – 3:30pm Sunday 18th April @ Ipswich City UC; 12.30 prayer for 1.30 
meeting 16 May Brassall UC and 12.30 prayer for 1.30 meeting 20 June Trinity UC. 
 

The meeting closed in prayer. 
 
BIBLE SOCIETY AUSTRALIA 

 
 
OPEN DOORS AUSTRALIA – Serving persecuted Christians worldwide  
For the latest information visit the link - https://www.opendoors.org.au/ 
 
THE MENTORING PROGRAM BY ‘KIDS HOPE AUS’ is sponsored at Silkstone State School by Glebe 
Road UC. Contact Judy Jackson atjudyjson@bigpond.net.au for information. 
 
WHAT IS UNITING NEWS? 
Uniting News is the Synod’s weekly email newsletter. It is a communications tool for congregation 
members, church office bearers and leaders, ministers and other interested parties.  Some people 
are required to receive Uniting News because of their position of responsibility within the church, 
but anyone can subscribe to it. 
 

The content is informative and relevant to many parts of the Uniting Church in Queensland. It 
features updates from the moderator, general secretary and important information from the Synod 
office that will help our church communities grow, transition and innovate as the people of God. 
 
See some previous editions: 

 23 March 2021 
 16 March 2021 
 9 March 2021 
 2 March 2021 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
PROPERTY & FINANCE – Wednesday April 7, 9.30 am 
CHURCH COUNCIL – Friday April 9,  9.30 am 
MISSION ACTION TEAM - Sunday April 18 1:30 – 3:30pm @ Ipswich City UC 
 
DIRECT DEPOSIT GIVING 
BANK DETAILS: 
UCA-Ipswich City Uniting Church 
BSB:                  014010 
Account:          387923132 
 
Blessings, 
Jan 
JAN JONES 
Administration Officer 

https://www.opendoors.org.au/
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Welcome to BB Connex 

19th March 2021 

 

 

Next BB Connex - 5th April 2021 

    

Words from Glen  

In late February representatives met at Glebe Road Uniting Church for our first 
Presbytery meeting of the year. This time included worship, covenanting to be a safe 
space for all people, business of the committees and special input from two speakers. 
  
Simon Gomersall was invited to share with the Presbytery around Discipleship. 
Discipleship is one of the four areas we as a Presbytery have identified (the others are 
Leadership, Sustainability and Community Engagement). Additionally, and as part of our 
engagement with project plenty, Simon used Matthew 28:16-20 as the basis for his 
presentation. He apologised for its simplicity, yet somewhere when groups engaged with 
what he presented there seemed to be resonance and challenge. I encourage you to 

mailto:icucreception@outlook.com


 

share this with your Church Councils as a tool to engage with how discipleship is 
occurring within your congregation. You can find the video here: 
https://bremerbrisbane.org.au/resources/videos/ 
  
During the meeting I also brought some clarity about how we will continue to operate as 
a Presbytery. A document will distributed soon that will be able to be shared with church 
councils and congregations. At a macro level I shared: 
  
Purpose of Bremer Brisbane Presbytery: Engaging, equipping, and encouraging healthy 
Christian leaders and communities. 
  

 Engaging – actively connecting with leaders and congregations, stimulating 
opportunities for mission across the Presbytery. 

 Equipping – ensuring ministers, leaders and congregations are resourced to 
fulfill the Great Commission. 

 Encouraging – giving courage and confidence to build the church for 2030. 

 Please look in the next few weeks for a document that unpacks this for you more fully. 
If you have questions, feedback or think you can help with this, please call or email 
me. 
  
As a reminder, late last year the Standing Committee commissioned a social planner 
to help us to plan more effectively as a Presbytery. He has given the first snapshot for 
the Presbytery. The Mission Resource Committee will be able to share more 
information about this in coming months. 
 
Remember, this report will be taking an overview of the whole region and will enable 
the Presbytery to identify specific communities in terms of:  

 the high growth communities that should not be ignored; 
 the high growth population groups that the Church cannot afford to ignore 

because they are shaping the region; 
 the communities that are likely to be struggling that might provide openings for 

the Church to engage; 
 the emerging sources of community resources and strength that might offer 

opportunities for future collaboration; and 
 opportunities to lead a holistic response to high-need communities via breadth 

of Uniting Church services, especially in green field developments. 

 Lastly, at the Presbytery meeting I spoke on the importance of prayer, and, in particular, 
the words/idea/deep thought of ‘Your kingdom come, Your will be done’. I wonder if you 
could make this phrase a part of your daily life for the next week? Perhaps keep 
repeating the phrase ten or twelve times, and then wait for two minutes where God may 
have space to speak and for you to hear about what of His Kingdom needs to be 
established in your life, the life of your church and the community in which you live. 
  
Be blessed, 
 
Glen 

 

https://bremerbrisbane.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ee11fe0b181707322297159c5&id=a7c32fc67c&e=8b5811f3ba


 

 

Bremer Brisbane Presbytery Meeting  
Glebe Road Uniting Church - February 2021  

 

 

  

 



 

UnitingCare Queensland 
Family and Disability Services, Greater Brisbane 

Pictured above - Vivien Bull 
Telephone: (07) 3621 5386 | Mobile: 0427 371 091 

Email: vivien.bull@uccommunity.org.au  
https://www.unitingcareqld.com.au 

 

Bremer YAYA Task Group 
If you have any questions on our upcoming events or wish to be added to a mailing list 

(we promise, no spam!) for details of youth events and young-adult fellowship catch 
ups, please contact secretary@bremerbrisbane.org.au 

 
Next event is EASTER MADNESS – “THE STAGE”. A weekend away for youth to 

bond and explore their faith.   April 9th- 12th – bookings essential!  
Check out the Easter Madness website for more: https://eastermadness.com.au/easter-

madness/easter-madness-2021/ 
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Discipleship Opportunities in Bremer Brisbane  
Would you or a member of your Congregation have any of these skills, interest or gifts 
that might be willing to volunteer for any of these positions? 
Please contact Rev Glen Schweitzer on 0410 595 454 or Gemma Ward at 
secretary@bremerbrisbane.org.au for more information.  
  
Safe Ministry with Children – Training Co-ordinators  
There is a huge need for people willing to be co-ordinators over the vital SMC courses 
run by our Presbytery. Full training is provided, and time commitments are shared with 
volunteers over four Saturdays per year. Volunteers will be paired with another person 
to guide members through the course material. Can you help keep our most vulnerable 
people safe? 
 
Synod Selection Panel – Volunteers  
The Synod Selection Panel (SSP) comprises nine people, drawn from different 
presbyteries and backgrounds, who meet on selection day to interview applicants who 
wish to candidate for ordination. Panel members play a vital role in the prayerful 
discernment process through which individuals and the Uniting Church seek to listen to 
God’s call for people to enter into the ordained ministries. Full training is provided on 
what is expected. Time commitments are shared between volunteers over four full-day 
discernments per year. Synod are always looking for people to help with this important 
role in church! 
 
“Champions” – Disaster Relief, WH&S, Project Plenty 
“Champions” are a Congregational (Project Plenty and WH&S) or Presbytery-wide 
(Disaster Relief) link between the Synod Office, their network of support, and members 
of the church. They are asked to share current information with their local networks, 
and feed-back needs to the Synod. They play an important role in community 
discernment.  The Disaster Relief Champions are a new role brought about after the 
February 2020 bushfires. Time commitments are based on the season – if a natural 
disaster impacts a local area of the Presbytery, these Champions would be called to 
help link Congregations with Synod agencies to assist in community recovery and 
resilience. After the bushfires and flood we experienced, you may have a team or 
member of your network who has a passion for this – Bremer Brisbane is looking for 
them!  
 
Presbytery Committees – 
Standing Committee, Pastoral Relations, Mission Resourcing 
We have vacancies on all our boards for lay and ordained members. Standing 
Committee deal primarily with the business of Presbytery, Pastoral Relations with 
ministers, POD’s and candidates, and Mission Resourcing with property and 
congregational vitality. Time commitments vary on the committee – meetings are 
monthly. Terms range from 1-3 years, or a shorter ‘co-option’. If you have previous 
skills from your work that might be of service to the church’s life, we’d love to hear from 
you and answer any questions you have.  

 

  

2021 Dates for Presbytery Meetings 
  

Tuesday 18th May - 6pm, Glebe Road Uniting Church 

mailto:secretary@bremerbrisbane.org.au


 

Saturday 21st August - 9am, venue TBC 
Tuesday 23rd November - 6pm, venue TBC 

 

 

 

  

 

 

How can you help EM21? 
  
Does your church have young people who you could sponsor to go to EM21?  
Or are you wondering how you can be part of this awesome event? Well do we 
have news for you!! 
You can definitely be hyping up EM21 and be part of this event by.... 



 

 Sponsoring young people to get to EM21.   
o The fee for the 4day event at Camp Cooby is $250, there may be 

some families especially during COVID19 who need that financial 
assistance. Email eastermadness@mrpres.org.au or your presbytery 
letting them/us know that you want to sponsor someone or more than 
a one...maybe 2....maybe 5 WHOOAAA bless you!!!!  

 Transportation  
o Does your local school/congregation have a mini bus?  

 Geham is where Camp Cooby is and it is a fair trek to get to 
from the South East corner or North of Brisbane. We are 
wanting to offer a bus option and we would like to do it as 
cheap as possible for our campers. So if your school or 
congregation has a mini bus could you ask if EM21 could use 
this for drop off at 8am to leave by 830 the latest on Friday 9 
April   

 Chermside-Kedron Community Church  
 Indooroopilly Uniting Church  

 And pick up at Camp Cooby (239 Loveday Road, Geham) to depart at 
12:30pm to   

o Chermside Kedron Community Church  
o Indooroopilly Uniting Church  

 Wave the flag for EM21, share the promotions that come through (check the 
website [eastermadness.com.au] or moreton rivers presbytery website and 
facebook page, to your congregation, like our Facebook page 
-  eastermadness and follow what we are up to and share our posts on your 
own Facebook page 

 Registration for EM21 can be found here: eastermadness.com.au  Registration 
for Leaders and Campers is open now 

I strongly believe in what EM21 can do for young people, providing a space and 
community to explore faith through the story of Easter I hope and pray that you are 
able to believe, endorse and support this event and young people.  

Fa Matangi 
Youth and Children's Ministry Coordinator 

Moreton Rivers Presbytery 

 

UnitingWorld’s new celebration! 
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Seven Days of Solidarity is a week-long celebration of UnitingWorld’s global 
partners. Join us on a journey around the globe from 18-25 April to meet our 
neighbours and hear their stories of God at work. 

Church resources are now available online. They include a video to help promote the 
event, a video for the first Sunday and a full liturgy for “Celebration Sunday” (25 April) 
with a video sermon from UCA President Dr Deidre Palmer. You can also order 
physical resources from the website.  

During the week share stories, photos, prayer requests and actions that you can take 
in solidarity. Each day is a beautiful window into a different part of the world, with a 
glimpse of God using ordinary people to create extraordinary change.  

For more information contact me or visit the website. 

Mardi Lumsden 

mardil@unitingworld.org.au 

 

 

Code of Ethics & 
Safe Ministry with Children Training 

(Ministers Component) 2021 
 Moreton Rivers Presbytery - 7th May - Kenani UC 

9.30am - 12.20pm - CoE Only 
 South Moreton Presbytery - 15th June - Beeleigh Region UC - 9am - 

12 noon SMC (Ministers Component) 
1.30pm - 3.30pm - Code of Ethics 

 

  

Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry : 
The Work of the Leader  

 
FTML Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry: The Work of the 

Leader (FTML), is a three-day course designed to upskill and equip 
ministers and those in lay ministry with the skills to support 

congregations in times of transition or change as a community.  
Dates : Tuesday 27 – Thursday 29 April 2021  

https://bremerbrisbane.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ee11fe0b181707322297159c5&id=c1d607a6c5&e=8b5811f3ba
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Venue:  Indooroopilly Uniting Church 
Time:  9am - 5pm each day 

Already keen?    Register here         
While it is a stand-alone program, it can also be the first phase of 

training that leads to being qualified as an Intentional Interim 
Minister.  

FTML is useful for anyone in lay or ordained ministry, who are 
dealing with change, transition and new opportunities and also for 

those exploring a call to Intentional Interim Ministry.  
Course Presenters  

FTML will be led by Brian Hoole, congregational Minister Emmanuel 
Uniting Church and Lyn Burden currently leading an Intentional 
Interim Ministry at Indooroopilly Uniting Church. This course is 
authorised under the Interim Ministry Network and carries an 

international accreditation.  
Questions about the course contact Brian Hoole on 0435 242 000 or 

email brian@emmanueluca.org.au  

 

 

 

Dates for 2021  
Saturday 5 June  2pm - 5pm Bremer Brisbane Presbytery Office, Goodna  

Saturday 5 September  2pm - 5pm Bremer Brisbane Presbytery Office, Goodna 
Saturday 6 November  2pm - 5pm Bremer Brisbane Presbytery Office, Goodna 

 
Face to Face (dates as above). This is for people who have never done any SMC 
training before.  Modules 1 and 2.   
 
REFRESHER - If you completed SMC training 2 years ago and are due for your 
refresher, you need to go on line - CLICK HERE to create your Moodle account, 
then e-mail Melloney for approval. 
 
Ministers who are still current will need to do the Refresher every year and face to 
face every 3 years. 
  
Module 1 - Everyone (Face to Face for first timers) 
Module 2 - Training Adults working with children or managing people working with 
children (Face to Face for first timers) 
Module 3 - Overseeing SMC - for Church Councils 
Module 4 - Planning safe programs 
Module 5 - Managing people 
Module 6 - Managing records and registers 
Module 7 - Training for Chairpersons - People of concern Agreements 

https://bremerbrisbane.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ee11fe0b181707322297159c5&id=8924d568ef&e=8b5811f3ba
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Module 14  - A shorter version of Module 1, when doing Refresher 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Safe Ministry with Children: Practicing shared guardianship  

We want every person to be safe and to feel safe and respected as they participate 
in Uniting Church activities and events. Our shared guardianship extends to all 
vulnerable persons in our communities and congregations. It’s never too early to 
sow the seeds of personal safety. 

This new course provides strategies on how to apply our shared guardianship role 
in ways that prevent sexual abuse or exploitation occurring. This course includes a 
number of activities suitable for use by children. 

To enrol in this online course via Moodle, contact your presbytery or 
email safeministrywithchildren@ucaqld.com.au. 

  

 

Project Plenty update  

Now that the Shared life. Flourishing communities. report was endorsed at 

the 35th Synod to progress the four mission priorities and 11 commitments 

it is time to begin  

The Plenty website is currently being updated to reflect the next stage of 

the Plenty journey. Please visit the website to see a video message from the 

Moderator, General Secretary and Associate General Secretary sharing an 

invitation to be part of this inspiring and exciting work.  
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If you would like to register your interest in being involved, please visit the 

website and click “Register your interest” and someone from the Plenty 

Team will contact you to understand how you would like to be involved.  

To find out more and add your voice to the conversation, email 

projectplenty@ucaqld.com.au  

 

  

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) update 

For the latest COVID-19 updates and resources, visit the Synod website. 

 

  

 

 16thAssembly in July 
https://uniting.church/16th-assembly-goes-online/ 

 

 

 

 
 

Bremer Brisbane Presbytery Contact Details: 
  

Rev Glen Schweitzer - 0410 595 454 
Presbytery Minister 

Rev Dr David Mackay-Rankin - 0432 341 816 
Supply Mission & Discipleship Facilitator 

Rev Russell Reynoldson - 0429 472 567 
Presbytery Chair 

Ms Gemma Ward - 0458 094 711 
Presbytery Secretary 

Dr Marilyn Healy - 0411 418 599 
PRC Chair 

Melloney Braithwaite - 0413 667 671 
Presbytery Admin. Officer 
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