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John 14:7 (NRSV): 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now 
on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 
Christianity is both an in inclusive and exclusive faith. On the one hand, Jesus is 
the beginning of a new creation who is making all things new. Love your 
neighbour as yourselves. Love your enemies. In Jesus there is no division 
between race, gender or class, “for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal 3:28) “God 
so loved the world (kosmos) that he gave his only only Son so that whosoever 
believes…”.  On the other hand in John 14 we hear Jesus say “No one comes to 
the Father except through me.” (John 13:7) I think Jesus is making an exclusive 
claim.  
 
But the emphasis is not on who’s in and who’s out. The emphasis is on how we 
meet and get to know God. Jesus brought a renewed understanding of God. 
The Greek and Roman gods were flawed and selfish. God or the Divine in many 
faiths is at one extreme a vast ocean of indifferent consciousness in which we 
are a mere drop or at the other extreme an all powerful king who rules with 
justice from a distance. We can only meet him if we are obedient and pure. 
 
If we want to meet and know a God who sits down and eats with sinners, and 
who longs to gather us up as a mother hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 
then we have to go to Jesus. There we meet God who forgives enemies, feeds 
the hungry, heals and touches the unclean, and washes feet, who calls out 
hypocrisy and turns over the tables, who we can address as a loving parent: 



The one Jesus called our Heavenly Father, and who he said we could even call 
“Dad” (abba). In Jesus we see God who gives himself to us even to the point of 
death. If we have met the Jesus in the Bible, in the faithful witness of 
Christians, and the inner witness of the Spirit, we have met God. 
 
As Jesus says to the Disciples on the night before he died “If you know me, you 
will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
(John 14:7) 
 
God, thank you that we have met you and know you in Jesus. Continue to shape 
our lives as our relationship with you grows. In Jesus Name. Amen. 


