
Dear Ipswich City Church Family 

 

The little bit of rain we are having will make things green but with the cooler weather it 

makes things a bit miserable. 

 

It sort of reflects the economy and how some people must be feeling at the moment. With the 

gradual raising of the lockdown we have hope of things coming back to life, but there are still 

some clouds above us.  

 

It's appropriate that today I reflect on the nature of faith. Please pray for the executive and the 

church council as we plan a return to worship and other activities. 

 

Daily reflection 

Romans 5:1 (NRSV): Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 

  
A small ship is stranded off the South American coast, beyond sight of land. An 
American naval vessel comes into sight and the Ship signals “Help we need 
water.” The Naval ship signals back “Let down a bucket.” Once again the 
smaller vessel signals “Help we need water, can you render assistance?” The 
larger vessel signals back “Let down your bucket. The water is fresh.” 

  
You may have heard this story before. The smaller boat needs to decide if they 
will trust the larger ship and act on that trust by dropping a bucket into the 
ocean. It turns out that the smaller vessel is off the mouth of the Amazon River 
and although land is not in sight the river has such a massive flow that its fresh 
water goes far out to sea. 
  
We often think of faith as believing a set of things like “Jesus is the son of 
God”, but it means trusting in Jesus. Reading his story and touched by his Spirit 
we come to trust in Jesus as the one though whom our sins are forgiven, who 
makes us friends with and Children God, who shares his new life with us and so 
we let down our buckets, we trust our lives to him. 
  
Dear God, thank you that you have shown yourself trustworthy in Jesus. Give us 
courage and confidence to “let down our bucket” when we or those around us 
have need. In Jesus’ Name. Amen 
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Yours in Jesus 

 

Andrew 



Rev. Andrew Gillies 

Ph m. 0448 617136 
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