
Dear Ipswich City Church family 

 

Prayer 

Along with all the other groups we are praying for we might also remember people 

like tradies, transport, courier and postal workers. They come into contact with the 

Public in various ways through their day and what they do is essential. Perhaps you 

know people who work in these areas? Also if you could pray for Bev Williams, 

her Husband Rev Des Williams died with COVID19 a couple of days ago. Des was 

a member of the church at St Stephen's when I was there. He worked in a number 

of congregations and in a patrol ministry. Bev, his widow, is home in isolation but 

is not seriously ill. While that is good it means she cannot have the comfort of 

friends and family at this time and I have no idea what will happen in terms of 

things like a funeral. 
 

Daily reflection 

Provision 

“How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in the 

shadow of your wings.” (Psalm 36:7, NRSV)  

God’s provision is beautifully described in the second half of Psalm 36. (Verses 

5-9.) God’s love and faithfulness is higher than the heavens. God’s goodness or 

righteousness is more solid, more profound, more extensive than the 

mountains or the great expanse and deep of the oceans. God provides food for 

body and soul which is like a great feast. And God’s drink is like a great river. 

God gives life like water gushing from a fountain or a spring.  All these are 

wonderful and powerful images. In the economy of God there is no lack of rice 

or self-raising flour. Even at this present time there is from God’s provision 

more than enough for all, if all would share or only take what they need.  

There is one more image in the psalm. It is more personal. It is of God as a bird 

who provides us shelter under her wings, shelter from the storm, from the 

heat and the cold, shelter from predators. In the New Testament we 

remember the saying of Jesus “…How often have I desired to gather your 

children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings…” (Matthew 

23:37, NRSV)  

Most of you like me will know what it is like to be held, gathered up, or 

sheltered, by your Mum or Dad, your husband or your wife. At this time when 

we cannot have physical contact perhaps with grandchildren or children or 

parents, we remember that they and we are still sheltered under the wings of 

God. 



Loving God we thank you for your wonderful provision we have from you. 

Shelter us under your wings at this time of separation. And as we find strength 

and security there, may we have the confidence to reach out and provide for 

others in good and fitting ways. In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

Yours in Jesus 

 

Andrew   

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

 


