
Dear Ipswich City Church Family 

 

Online Worship 

 

This week worship is mostly being provided by the Synod (Statewide church 

organisation.) That means we will be joining with thousands of other Uniting 

Church members across Queensland. We have also added some local touches. 
 

Prayer 

The good news about the virus is that the curve now definitely seems to have 

flattened. There is now a danger people will say "Oh it wasn't as bad as the 

government and health officials made out!" and put pressure on to reduce 

restrictions too much, too quickly. We should pray for people to remain patient and 

also encourage those we know who feel this way to remain steadfast. 
 

Daily Reflection 

 
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. (John 20:22 NRSV): 
  
The Spirit is at work in you. The Charismatic and Pentecostal movements have 
not been a huge part of my life. I do believe that the gifts of Romans 12 and 1 
Corinthians 12 and 14 are real and still being used and exercised by men and 
women of faith today. Miracles do happen. There are still signs and wonders 
and the experience of “baptism in the Spirit” is real.  
  
I also believe in the “ordinary supernatural”. The inner conviction of the 
presence of God. “His Spirit testifies with our spirit that we are the children of 
God” (Romans 8:16) When any person prays, God hears and answers, even if 
the answer is “no”. When two or three are gathered even virtually or online 
God is in our midst.  
  



The Spirit has been at work in believers lives before Pentecost and before Jesus 
breathed on the Disciples in the upper room and even before the first 
Christmas. In John 19:22 the giving of the Spirit is not followed immediately by 
signs and wonders, or thousands baptised as in Acts 2. It does follow on from 
Jesus commission. “As the Father sent me so I send you.” (In 19:21) 

  
You have the Spirit! You like the disciples are sent and empowered to do the 
work of the one who sent you.  
  
Lord, thank you that when we are aware of your presence and when we are 
gathered with your people or doing anything in Jesus’ Name your Spirit is with 
us. We are your Children. In Jesus Name we pray. Amen. 
 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

 


