
 
 

BIBLE READING  
 
 

April 26 2020  
Easter 3  
 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41  
Ps 116:1-4, 12-19  
1 Pt 1:17-23  
Lk 24:13-35 
 
May 3 2020  

Easter 4  
 

Acts 2:42-47  
Ps 23  
1 Pt 2:19-25  
Jn 10:1-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER 

The great fifty days of Easter includes eight 

Sundays beginning with the Easter Vigil and 

concluding on the Day of Pentecost. 

The season celebrates the Resurrection and 

Ascension of Christ and the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit.  
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NEWSLINK 

 
Reading: Luke 24. 13-35  

The story of the disciples on the road to Emmaus and their encounter with the 

risen Jesus was a critical one for the early disciples. For those who had met with 

Jesus, and travelled with him, and heard him teach during his earthly life and    

existence, the question arose – particularly after they had experienced the       

bewilderment of Gethsemane and the horror of Golgotha (and even after stories 

had begun to emerge of his appearance post-death to many within the            

community of disciples) – as to how they would, or could, encounter him now, 

given that he had, apparently, ascended back to the side of the Father. How was 

he – after his time on earth –  present to and with them now? And what they 

learned over time – and what is reflected in the experience of the disciples     

travelling to Emmaus – is how this might and would happen for them and what 

they have handed on to us who ourselves did not experience or encounter Jesus, 

as it were, in the flesh. 

The learnings from the story are many but, for me, the key ones are 

these: 

 We encounter Jesus often in our lives but do not know it: our eyes are 

somehow kept from the recognition of this. 

 We encounter him as we journey on the road of discipleship and do so in 

community. Discipleship is not primarily an individual thing but one          

experienced usually and best in community. 

 We encounter him as his story, the story of his incarnate life and witness, is 

told and told again and again. 

 We encounter him in the breaking of the bread, in fellowship, as             

companions (those with whom we share bread, the panis), and we            

encounter him in this way most supremely in the Eucharist, in the Supper, in 

the Communion, around the table……. 

 We encounter him when we ourselves tell the story, his story, my story, 

our story, the story which is that one which makes us who and what we 

are; we are the story….. 

 

Rev Dr David Mackay-Rankin  

The WORKING BEE that was planned for April 18 to clear the area under the Poinciana tree in the  

carpark, will be rescheduled when the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.  Please keep an eye on the 

notices for any updates.   



PRAYER POINTS & GENERAL NOTICES 

IPSWICH CITY UNITING CHURCH WEBSITE  -              

https://www.ipswichcityunitingchurch.org.au/  

The website is currently undergoing a major               

reconstruction so that it becomes a more relevant part 

of the Church’s  communication with the outside 

world. 
 

To keep the site relevant, it will need to be maintained 

and to do this it would be desirable to have a small 

team of people skilled in the workings of the site. 
 

If you would like to be part of this team, please contact 

Chris Howden or Peter Hall. The only pre-requisite is 

a computer with connection to the internet. Training 

and support will be provided by the team leaders. 
 

An invitation is extended to all the church community 

to visit the Church website and provide constructive 

feedback on what works and what does not work. The 

site reconstruction will continue for some time as 

scripts have to be completely written for some pages. 
 

BREMER BRISBANE PRESBYTERY 

For presbytery events and information please go to:               

https://bremerbrisbane.org.au .  
 

THE UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA       

QUEENSLAND SYNOD 

To find communications to the Church in Queensland; 

live streaming worship; resources for and from       

agencies and community services activities; links to   

other Uniting Church coronavirus resources; and links 

to government information pages go to:               

https://ucaqld.com.au/  

FROM THE TREASURER 

The management of the COVID-19 virus is forcing the 

entire nation to rethink ”Business as usual” as we go 
forward. Our church is no different to the rest of        

society.  We have to review how we conduct our 

church life now and into the future. 
 

At the moment, some of our normal income sources 

have ceased, because groups are no longer able to 

meet. Similarly, offerings normally received through 

Sunday worship have been disrupted. Unfortunately, 

the costs of operating the church are not disrupted in 

the same way. 
 

Please consider how you make your offering to the life 

of the church and if possible consider using direct  

credit through your bank as the method for making 

your offering. 
 

Details for the church account are: 
 

Account Name: UCA- Ipswich City Uniting Church 

BSB:                  014010   

Account No:      387923132 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

New offering envelopes available for the first week in 

May. To receive a set of envelopes (new or continuing 

user) please let the Treasurer know (P: 0473430255 or 
E: prphall@bigpond.net.au) and a set will be delivered 

to your mailbox. 

 

OPEN DOORS  - PRAYING FOR THE PERSECUTED 

CHURCH  

BY EMILY WATT | 21 APRIL 2020 

In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic,    

Christians in Uzbekistan have been restricted 

from accessing everyday essential items          

including food, water, medical supplies and 

money. 
 

New policies introduced by Uzbek authorities have 

seen those living in poverty receive bags of necessary 

resources and money to endure the pandemic.     

However, according to believers throughout the    

country, Christians have been neglected because of 

their faith. 
 

Father of four, Batyr*, told Open Doors that maintain-

ing enough income to support his family has been     

impossible. He and his children have been refused        

education and employment for their faith. Forced to 

work in a neighbouring village, Batyr is now without 

work as social isolation is enforced in the country.   

Local authorities have refused to give his family bags of 

essential supplies because of their choice to follow   

Jesus. 
 

With no other believers in the village, Batyr and his 

family often go without the support they need. 

This is not an isolated story. Throughout Uzbekistan 

and around the world, believers are refused life-saving 

support as they care for their families and communities 

through the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

But there is hope. Open Doors is working on the 

frontline, sending much needed packages to believers in 

desperate need. 
 

In this unprecedented time, please pray over Batyr’s 

family and believers in Uzbekistan. 

*Name changed for security purposes. 

P r a y   F o r   U z b e k i s t a n :  

 Pray that the hearts of local authorities will be 

transformed as they navigate an effective response. 

 Pray for God’s provision over His people in       

Uzbekistan. 

 Pray that Open Doors’ response to the COVID-19 

pandemic around the world would be a blessing to 

those in need. 

Thank God that even in the valley, He is working. Pray 

believers would trust in His good promises. 

https://ucaqld.com.au/
mailto:prpahall@bigpond.net.au

