
Dear Ipswich City Church family, 
 
Worship 
I have mostly got worship ready for Sunday but I will send the link tomorrow. We will be using the 
Synod service. The things in the service may change a little before Sunday. We will have one of our 
own songs and a brief introduction from me and I have added one of the "Lost Sheep" stories too. 
 
Prayer 
As people become tired of isolation, even with the restrictions eased a little, you might like to pray 
for ourselves and our community to have patience. We probably have things pretty easy compared 
to many places. Parts of Europe have gone into much stricter lock down. In the USA things are 
improving but there have been many more deaths than in Australia. We have much to be thankful 
for as I said recently. All that could be lost if people become impatient. 
 
Daily reflection. 

 
“… Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an 

accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. 

…For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

in order to bring you to God. …” (1 Peter 3:15, 18 NRSV)  

I have a few atheist and non-religious friends on Facebook. From time to time 

they post things that make fun of the Christian faith and of God. There is a part 

of me which wants to make a comment which makes some killer blow to their 

argument or makes fun of their position. We should be prepared to make a 

case for what we believe and defend it when we need to.  

At the same time, we should not fall into the trap that many on Facebook fall 

into of putting others down or trying to beat them to build up ourselves or our 

point of view. 1 Peter says we should always offer our defence with 

“gentleness and reverence”.  In my view Christians in Australia (and the West) 

are not persecuted. We don’t really suffer for our faith.  



However, when we are made fun of or put down, we should respond as Jesus 

did. Sure of our relationship with him as he was sure of his relationship with 

God (the Father), we should like him take the way of obedience not the way of 

violence or personal victory.  

The same should be true of our responses to those who believe in conspiracy 

theories about the Corona Virus. Do not put them down or seek to win. 

Respect them as people and be gentle in your response.  

Jesus, you ate with sinners, and common people, and brought healing to those 

on the margin, help us, sure of your love and forgiveness, to respond in the 

same way to those who we are uncomfortable with, and disagree with. Amen. 

Yours in Jesus 

 

Andrew 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 
 


