
Dear Ipswich City Church Family 

 

I'm just quickly shooting off this email before I head off to a church council executive where 

we will talk about a return to face to face worship and a bunch of other things. 

 

A longer email tomorrow with worship links and some more news. 

 

Daily Reflection 

 
But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the 
heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free 
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. NRSVA 

 

I have always struggled with the relationship between God saving us from sin and giving eternal 
life and the requirement of Jesus that I be obedient to his commandments and the other 
commandments of the Bible. If God only loves us and gives us eternal life because we obey the 
rules what does the Bible mean when it says “the free gift of God is eternal life”, (Rom 6:23) or 
“He (Jesus) has abolished the Law with its rules...” ? Why did Jesus go through becoming 
human, mixing with sinners, being misunderstood, being rejected, suffering and death, if we 
become God’s children and friends through obeying the rules? 

 

I think Romans 6:17 gives a big part of the answer “You...have become obedient from the heart”. 
If God is real, if Jesus through his death and his human and divine life really shares his 
relationship with the Father and the Spirit with us, then something profound has happened. Think 
of it like a couple who marry having never lived together. Even though some habits and attitudes 
change slowly, or never at all, the new husband or wife’s whole way of being at home and even 
in the world has changed. The same is true of a prisoner released from jail. When we accept or 
trust in Jesus as the one who makes us friends with God our lives our whole way of being in the 
world is changed. And when we remember and remind ourselves of this in prayer or Bible 
reading, the effect is even greater. 

 

God, thank you that you have changed us through the life, death and new life of Jesus. Remind 
us and deepen our understanding of this gift, that we might love you and our neighbours even 
more. In Jesus’ Name. Amen 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

Ph m. 0448 617136 
Personal email: andrew@gilsworth.com 

 

mailto:andrew@gilsworth.com


 


