
Dear Ipswich City Church Family 

 

When I first went out with Heather on the way to visit friends we dropped in at a 

New Zealand food shop, and this young woman I was going out with suddenly 

went a bit crazy over K-Bars, Cookietime cookies, chocolate fish, pineapple lumps 

and other things only available in New Zealand. As much as she loves Australia, 

the food of her childhood still speaks to her. Today I reflect on how the Spirit 

speaks to us in the language of the heart. 
 

Daily Reflection 

 
“Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?” 

(Acts 2:7–8, NRSV)  

When the Spirit is poured out in the Acts reading, the disciples begin to speak 

in other languages. The Jewish people gathered from all around the world for 

the Festival, probably spoke common Greek and they all would have known a 

little Hebrew, but their day to day language would have been the one from 

their local area. They would have spoken this in their homes. When they 

thought about and spoke to those they loved that would be their language. 

The miracle of the Spirit on that first Pentecost and even today is that 

God through the Spirit speaks the language of the heart. When the Spirit was 

first poured out until this very day we hear and have revealed to us the 

wonderful works of God in our heart language!  

Imagine for a moment that you are a fifth generation Australian, but you live 

and work in China, you speak fluent Chinese, but at home with your family you 

speak English with an Australian accent. You attend a local Chinese church. All 

of a sudden one Sunday after church you hear a preacher on a street corner 

and he’s not Chinese, He’s speaking about Jesus and God’s love in English with 



a clear Australian accent. What would it mean to hear your faith expressed in 

the language of your heart, the language of your birth. 

God is with us and speaks to us in a way which grips us and transforms us. 

Gripped by that love, like Peter and the disciples we too should share 

the wonderful works of God in the power of the Spirit. 

Lord, we are so grateful that you speak the language of the heart and give us 

the words we need for ourselves and for others in times of need and times of 

celebration. In Jesus Name. Amen. 

Today’s reflection is based on a sermon I preached for Pentecost 2019 – The Language of the Heart. 

You can find an audio podcast at: https://stteves10.libsyn.com/the-language-of-the-heart-

pentecost-a-b-and-c-acts-21-21 
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Yours in Jesus 

 

Andrew 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 
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