
Dear Ipswich City Church family 

 

Just the daily reflection today. Today we will be filming the Pentecost service and I 

am also starting preparation for our Sunday service. 
 

Daily reflection 

 
“All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.” 
(John 17:10, NRSV)  
  
Probably the most famous person I have ever met was the Reverend Brian 
Howe. You may not remember him, but he was a deputy Prime Minister under 
Bob Hawke and Paul Keating. I met him at a conference in the mid-2000s. 
Normally I would not approach a stranger, let alone someone who had been 
the second most powerful person in Australia. On this occasion I felt I could for 
one main reason. Brian Howe knew my Dad. When Dad had been in Morwell in 
Victoria as the Presbyterian minister Brian Howe was the Methodist minister. 
They had worked together as colleagues and they had also staged anti-Vietnam 
War protests together.  
  
Brian Howe remembered my Father and we had a warm conversation about 
him. We talked about what Brian was doing and what I was doing. I was able to 
give him the sad news that my Dad had died a year or two earlier. In John 17 
and right through John’s Gospel we see what shared relationships can do. In 
his prayer Jesus says “All mine are yours, and all yours are mine”. (17:10) As 
great as it might be, to be able to confidently approach a retired deputy Prime 
Minister, it is infinitely better to be able to approach God! We are able to do 
this because God has approached us in Jesus, God the Son, so that with him, 
we can approach God the Father. 
  



God, we would not dare to come to you by ourselves, so we give thanks and 
praise for Jesus, one with us and one with you, and so we declare our love, 
bring our fears, our need, out thanks, our family, our church, our neighbours 
and our world to you. In Jesus Name. Amen. 
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Yours in Jesus 

 

Andrew 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

 

 


