
Dear Ipswich City Church family 

 

Worship 

Today I am beginning preparation for this Sunday, although it may be that we 

decide to join in with the Synod service led by the Moderator Rev David Baker 

instead of doing our own thing.  
 

This would just be a one off if we go down that track. If we don't do our own thing 

I will do a compilation playlist of some of the music so far from our own church 

and the combined services.  We are also looking to do a combined Ipswich 

churches Pentecost and possibly ANZAC Day service. Next Sunday we will do our 

own service but Rev Dr David Rankin will be our Preacher 

 

Sign 

Would you like to suggest some wording for the sign. We have a great position to 

bring messages of hope and encouragement to our City. Please note not all 

suggestions will be used. I have attached a draft template to this email. You have 

four lines with 14 characters including spaces. Sometimes if you use an ‘I’ or 

another narrow character, an extra character or space can be squeezed in. .  
 

Daily Reflection 

 

HE LIVES 

“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” (Acts 2:32, NRSV) 

“You ask me how I know he lives? He lives within my heart!”, these are the 
words of Alfred Ackely from his gospel song “He Lives”. The story goes that “a 
young Jewish man asked evangelist/musician Ackley, "Why should I worship a 
dead Jew?" To which Ackley replied, “But Jesus lives! He lives! I tell you. He is 
not dead, but lives here and now. Jesus Christ is more alive today than ever 



before. I can prove it by my own experience, as well as by the testimony of 
countless thousands.” (Hymnary.org)[1] 

The words from Acts 2:32 come from Peter who saw the risen Jesus and the 
empty tomb and ate with him on the beach after he had been raised. I am not 
the biggest fan of personal experience. I prefer the Biblical text and arguments 
based on the discipline of history. Yet even I have to admit that the final reason 
I trust in Jesus is because of experience, an inner feeling, a conviction and my 
personal life story. Even the Bible is ultimately a witness to the experience of 
others. Arguments about history and Biblical studies may give good arguments 
that my trust in Jesus is reasonable, but in the end like Ackley I trust Jesus 
because “he lives within my heart.” 

I am not a witness like Peter, but I am a witness of the risen Jesus. You also are 
witnesses, for many or most of you will have had similar experiences of the 
risen Jesus. Like Peter we are called to witness to what we know and who we 
know. The whole world is in need of the life giving presence of Jesus, not just 
at this time in our history but in every time and place. This is a big part of the 
purpose of our life:- Witness. 

Lord, give us the assurance of your presence alive in our hearts, and the 
confidence to witness that ling presence to others. In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 
[1] https://hymnary.org/text/i_serve_a_risen_savior Retrieved 15/04/2020 9:45am 

 

 

Yours in Jesus 

 

Andrew 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 
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