
1.The Uniting Church symbol of the 

dove and cross. One of two win-

dows installed to mark the occasion 

of becoming part of the Uniting 

Church in Australia in 1977.             

Its partner is on the opposite wall. 

 

2. St. Luke,  the physician – a gentile writer 

of Luke’s Gospel and Acts of the Apostles. 

He is  holding a Bible with the symbol 

known as Chi Ro on the cover. This win-

dow was created as a tribute to the Trus-

tees. 

3. St. John holding the Gospel, marked 

“Ic thus” meaning Jesus Christ Lord. It is 

a tribute to the services of past mem-

bers, erected in 1961. 

IPSWICH CITY UNITING CHURCH 

GUIDE TO THE CHURCH’S STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 

Welcome to the Ipswich City Uniting Church, which is the old-

est church building in continuous use in Queensland. 

This historic church has been part of many significant occa-

sions in the life of this city. The congregation of this church has 

played an active part in the Ipswich community, establishing 

services including Blue Nursing Service, Lifeline and a range of 

services to people with disabilities. 

To commemorate some of these events various stained glass 

windows have been erected, and this guide details each of the 

windows and provides some of the history reflected in each. 

The pipe organ was installed by B.B. Whitehouse & Co. and 

was dedicated on 26th February, 1905. The Queensland 

Times reported that the Church had fundraised for two years, 

raising £445 for the organ and £28 for the water motor and 

incidentals.   

As a project for the 125th Anniversary Celebrations, the or-

gan was completely rebuilt. Extra stops and pipes were added 

and a new action installed. The work was carried out by 

Whitehouse  Brothers and re-opened in 1977.           

 The guide sets the windows out from entering the church by 

the left hand aisle door and proceeding clockwise around the 

walls. 

The white dove is the symbol of the Holy Spirit,                   

superimposed over the Cross of Christ, within an incomplete 

circle symbolizing that union is an ongoing  reality.  

4. Depicts Jesus on the mount teaching, 
with Jerusalem in the background, and 
one beatitude held by the angel. “He 
opened his mouth and taught them, 
Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall 
see God.” Created in Memoriam to John 
Squire Aspinall  - called to higher service 
3rd July, 1934. 

5. Jesus on the Cross. A 
memorial window to 
those who fell in the 
Great War, the green at 
the bottom symbolises 
new life. 
Depicts Jesus and shows 
the symbolic Sun & 
Moon on either side. 

6&7. Grape vines, leaves and clusters of 
grapes. One “In memory of Past Church 
Officers 1848-1920 and the next in memory 
of Ambrose John Foote, Superintendent of 
the Sunday School 1888-1920. 

John 15:”I am the Vine, you are the   
Branches.” 

8. Jesus with Children (Suffer the Little Chil-
dren) in memory of Robert Allen, a beloved 
local preacher in the Ipswich Circuit, died 
May 11 1904. 



 

9.The three-part window above the pulpit was donated by 
Mrs. Joseph Foote in memory of her husband. It bears the 
texts “Until day breaks and the shadows flee away”; “The 
Lord    commandeth a blessing, even life for evermore”; and                  
“ Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his Saints”. 
“In memoriam Joseph Foote, died January 3rd 1895 aged 59”. 

10. The Good Shepard—
Christ carrying a lamb. 
In memoriam of Rev. 
Thomas Warham, a 
greatly beloved minister 
of this church 1904—
1909. 

11.Open Bible—”I am 
eager to preach the 
Gospel” Romans 1:15. 
Dedicated to Local 
Preachers—note the 
small engraved panel 
below: “Presented in 
memory of Kenneth 
Albert Brier Mills, by 
his family and friends 
13 November 1983. 

12. Window in memory of the young 
son of Rev. J.A. Nolan. It bears the 
inscription “In memoriam Walter 
David Nolan aetat twenty months.” 

It was installed in 1892. 

Alpha and Omega  - the beginning 
and the end. 

13.Sir Galahad at the Vigil. “They 
serve” and the names of young men 
who served in World War II, many 
of whom belonged to this congrega-
tion. 
Installed in 1948. 

14.St. Paul preaching the gospel to 
the Romans  - in memoriam of Rev. 
William Moore who was the first 
Methodist Minister in Ipswich. 

15.Dorcas  - whose story is in the New 
Testament (Acts 9:36-42) made    
clothing for the poor. A tribute to the     
services of past members. 

16.Martha, her sister Mary and brother 
Lazarus opened their homes to Jesus. A 
tribute to the services of the Ladies Guild. 

17. The Sunday School Jubilee window: on 17 April 1898 at 
the Sunday School Jubilee, offerings were made for these 
windows which were placed at the front of the church over 
the main entrance.  They can only be viewed internally from 
the gallery, which unfortunately is generally closed to public 


