
Dear Ipswich City Church family 

 

Worship 
This Sunday we will be joining with the Synod service to celebrate the Uniting Church's 43rd 

anniversary. I will watch the service today, and do a little bit of editing to add one or two 

local touches. 

 

Prayer 
Please pray for the Church Council as we try to sort out how to conduct worship face to face 

(aiming for the 19th of July) and  try to work out how we will continue to serve those who 

will not return until the threat of the Pandemic is over. There are lots of technical and pastoral 

issues to struggle with.  

 

In the middle of all this we also have to keep working on how we could grow the church in 

faith and strength so that more people may grow in the knowledge and love of God. 

 

Daily reflection 

“Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider 

the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.” (Hebrews 13:7, NRSV)  

There are dangers in looking back to people of the past. One of the great things 

of the Bible is that it paints its heroes “warts and all”. It shows people’s flaws. 

Sarah laughed at the promise of God, Abraham lied, Moses and David were 

involved in murder, Peter denied he even knew who Jesus was and all the 

disciples abandoned Jesus. I would not like to suggest what they were, but 

John Flynn, Jill Tabbart, Alan Walker, Winifred Kiek and Olive Crombie all had 

their flaws. Yet they also led great lives of faith and service. 

When the Uniting church began the intention was to do a new thing, to 

express the ancient faith in a new way. This new way was not meant to cause 

us to forget the past or its heroes. We have one God, and one perfector and 

pioneer of our faith:-Jesus. We also have many faithful people in our past who 

have lived out their faith in remarkable ways that are worth learning from. In 

our setting in Ipswich Australia, it would be silly to try to go back to the “good 

old days” of Rev Eric Moore but there are things we could learn from his 

example, whatever his flaws may or may not have been. 

One lesson to learn is that most of the people listed above did not do what 

they did by themselves. They worked together with others to grow the church 

and to make the world a little more heavenly. This working together and 

sharing ideas among many other things is something we would do well to 

imitate.  

God we thank you for all those who have gone before us in the church, 

faithfully teaching, working together and leading by example. Help us to be 



wise and humble enough to learn from them and imitate those things that 

were good then, and could be helpful now. In Jesus Name. Amen. 
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Yours in Jesus    
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