
Dear Ipswich City Church Family 

 

Worship link forThursday 

The Uniting Churches of Ipswich have prepared a Tenabrae service. This is a 

service of readings where candles are extinguished as the story of Jesus' Betrayal, 

death, cross and burial are told through reading from the Bible. 
 

Good Friday 

The Link for tomorrow's service will go out later this afternoon or early this 

evening. There will be no email actually sent on Friday. 
 

Easter Sunday 

The Link for Easter Sunday will be sent during the day (probably afternoon) on 

Saturday. 
 

Keep up the contact 
Don't wait for people to contact you. Make sure you keep up the contact with 

members of the church especially and who live alone. Don't assume someone else 

is ringing them or emailing them. 
 

Daily reflection 

 
The servant King 

John 13:5 (NRSV): 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 
 

Question: What sort of King, what sort of Lord, would take on the role of a 
lowly slave and wash the smelly dirty feet of his subjects after they had spent a 
day on the dirty streets of ancient Jerusalem?  
Answer: The Servant King, Jesus.  



 

Even to us this idea of God as our servant seems strange. Before Jesus the idea 
that a great person would serve others was impossible. It’s why Peter just can’t 
cope when Jesus wants to wash his feet. It is all wrong. Jesus is still the boss 
but he is a servant leader. How does he manage this balancing act? It is 
because he knows who he is and whose he is. 
 

John 13:3 tells us that Jesus was able to wash the disciple’s feet because he 
knew “that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going to God” (NRSV) We are not Jesus but we also 
know whose we are and who we are. We belong God because God has 
befriended us in Jesus. We are God’s children, branches of the vine, members 
of the body.  
 

Like Jesus then we have nothing to prove. We don’t need to be above others to 
be valuable, or have others to serve us to make us important. It frees us to 
serve others when they have need, and to express our love. This is not so they 
will love us but because we know we are already loved. 
 

Lord, help us to be fully secure in your steadfast love and so serve others out of 
love and freedom. In Jesus Name. Amen. 
 

Yours in Jesus 

 

Andrew 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

 


