
 
 

BIBLE READING  
 
 

April 12 2020  
Easter Day  
 

Acts 10:34-43  
 

Ps 118:1-2  
 

Col 3:1-4 or Jn 20:1-18  
or Jer 31:1-6 14-24  
 

Acts 10:34-43 or             
Mt 28:1-10 
 
 
 
 

April 19 2020  
Easter 2  
 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32  
Ps 16 1  
Pt 1:3-9  
Jn 20:19-31  
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER 

The great fifty days of Easter includes eight 

Sundays beginning with the Easter Vigil and 

concluding on the Day of Pentecost. 

The season celebrates the Resurrection and 

Ascension of Christ and the outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

75 Limestone Street,  Ipswich, Q 
Postal Address: 
P.O. Box 2520  
North Ipswich Q 4305     
Australia  
ABN 64 239 176 879 
 

Minister 
Reverend Andrew Gillies 
Mob: 0448 617 136 
 

Office  
Mob:  0466 787 703 
E:  icucreception@outlook.com 
 

New Life Op Shop 
Opening hours  
Closed till further notice 
Mob: 0491 757 723 
 

Direct Deposit Giving: 
UCA-Ipswich City Uniting Church 
BSB: 014010 
Account:  387923132 
 

 

 
 
 

April 12, 2020 

NEWSLINK 

 

The Uniting Church In Australia 

IPSWICH CITY 

 
 

 

“Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
Matthew 28:10 (NRSV) 

In over 52 years of life I have never missed out on gathering with God’s people on an 
Easter weekend. I have only once missed an Easter Sunday, but on that Good Friday I 
preached to over a thousand people at the Easterfest Good Friday service.  

This time in our history is very strange. I believe when it is safe we must regather and 
although I know not everyone likes the passing of the Peace, it will be a great day 
when we can shake a hand or share an embrace. When the risen Jesus met the 
women, Matthew’s Gospel records that “Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And 
they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.” (Matthew 28:9 NRSV) If 
anything, before Corona Virus our culture needed more genuine gathering,            
community and meeting. Now we need less. 

Although this is a strange time there is also something familiar about it, something 
central to our faith. As Christians it is our Experience that even when we are isolated, 
the risen Jesus is with us. He is with us by the work of the Spirit. Matthew’s Gospel 
finishes with those famous words, “And remember, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.” (Matthew 28:20 NRSV)  

This presence of Jesus is real not only when we are physically distanced from our 
church community, it is real even when we are separated from Jesus by sin. In the 
reading you will hear in online worship on Sunday, Jesus tell the women that he is 
going to Galilee to meet the male disciples who abandoned him including Peter who 
denied him. He even calls them “brothers”. We can’t be Jesus but in this world with 
phones and internet we can dimly reflect what he does and be present to others 
even when we are apart.  

Lord, Thankyou that you are with us always through the risen Jesus through your 
Spirit. Help us to be present to others even when we are apart. In His Name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

Rev Andrew 

I  A M  W I T H  YO U  A LWAY S  

R E F L E C T I O N  



Prayer points & General Notices  

Hebrews 4:16 ESV  
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need. 

Romans 12:12 ESV  

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 

1 John 5:14-15 ESV  
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we 
know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. 

Ipswich City Uniting Church Website 

For your information, the church website now contains the online church services and will be updated each week:               
https://www.ipswichcityunitingchurch.org.au/  
 

Bremer Brisbane Presbytery 

For presbytery events and information please go to: https://bremerbrisbane.org.au .  
 

The Uniting Church in Australia Queensland Synod 

To find communications to the Church in Queensland; live streaming worship; resources for and from agencies and community services 
activities; links to other Uniting Church coronavirus resources; and links to government information pages go to:                              
https://ucaqld.com.au/  
 

Bible Society 

To access the Autumn 2020 SOWER magazine, which features some interesting articles, devotions, prayer points and information on 
how you can support the Bible Society, follow the link: https://www.biblesociety.org.au/latest-updates  
 

Open Doors 

There are different ways in which you can support the persecuted church. For prayer points, the latest information or to donate       
towards the work of Open Doors, follow the link: https://www.opendoors.org.au/  
 

Frontier Services 

To read about the latest work that Frontier Services is involved in, follow the link: https://frontierservices.org/ .  You can find             
information regarding Bush Chaplaincy, Outback Links (the volunteer program) and read the recent edition of Frontier News.  Previous   
editions are also available. 
 

Act for Peace 

In the Newslink earlier in the year a thank you was published following our Christmas Bowl donation.  Correspondence has been      
received this week thanking us for our generous and faithful support in the past and informing us that they are launching a number of 
appeals shortly so that people can help communities who are being affected by this COVID—19 virus.                                                         
See https://www.actforpeace.org.au/  
 

From Compassion Australia 

We know that Easter this year is going to look a bit different for everyone. We may not 
be able to gather for an Easter feast in our homes, hold the traditional egg hunt or come 
together in worship at church, but we can get creative in finding ways to celebrate     
Jesus this season.   

Our much-loved Compassion Ambassador, Colin Buchanan, has blessed us with a special 
Easter instalment of 'Kids' Talks with Colin' , https://www.compassion.com.au/colin-
buchanan and we're so excited to be able to share this with you. We want to encourage 
you to gift this message to your church's kids in the hope that it will remind them 
of how big our God is and the joy that he can bring this season, despite what is going on 
in the world.   

You're also welcome to pass this resource on to others in your network who might also need some inspiration for their children.  We 
pray that God will bless you and your church with joy, peace and hope this Easter.  
 
 

He is  not  he re;  he has r isen,  jus t  as  he sa id .   
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