
Dear Ipswich City Church Family 

 

Greetings on a slightly warmer day! Today I'm working on the Prayer Chain, preparation of 

the worship service as well as doing a little pastoral work. I had hoped to have the prayer 

chain ready to distribute today but I still need to confirm the contact details of the "links". 

 

Worship 
This Sunday is Communion. So like last month if you could get some grape juice and wine 

and some kind of bread ready for when you watch the service that would be great. Even 

though restrictions are lifting please don't do a special shop for grape juice or wine if you 

don't have it. Water will do if necessary. 

 

The worship link for Sunday will come sometime tomorrow in the daily email together with a 

copy of the Newslink. 

 

Daily Reflection 

 
“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me.” (Matthew 28:18, NRSV)  

Trinity Part 5 

“The church took a Jewish boy and made him God.” I remember hearing these 

words from David Marr, the witty Australian broadcaster and journalist. He has 

a flair for biting satire, and I love his style, even though I do not always love his 

substance. In this case he is wrong. 

It was the first followers of Jesus who recognised him as God, and it was Jesus 

himself in his teaching, especially the sermon on the Mount, in his healings and 

exorcisms, and in his “I am” statements in John’s gospel who claimed the 

authority of God. Paul recognises this authority in many of his letters and in 

more than half a dozen places in the stories about Jesus, people worship him, 

both before and after the resurrection. I believe Jesus is human and is God. 



Even if I was wrong it was the first century church including Jesus’ first 

followers who recognised him as their “Lord” and worshipped him. 

It is difficult to understand how Jesus could be fully God and fully human just 

as it is difficult to understand how God could be truly One but also Three, but 

as I’ve said over the last few days this was the experience of the first believers 

including those who met Jesus face to face. It has also been the experience of 

believers since and we find lots of evidence for it in the Bible. 

Jesus uses his Godly authority to tell his followers to make disciples, and at 

least part of this was to introduce them and connect them to God in teaching 

and baptism as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. If we follow Jesus’ example and 

method, then we are to bring God’s healing, speak of God’s forgiveness and of 

forgiving each other, be the guest of sinners, and speak out against hypocrisy. 

We are to share our relationship with Jesus, as he shared his relationship with 

God the Father.  

God of mercy and grace we thank you that you came among us in Jesus and are 

with us still by your Spirit, help us to faithfully share the relationship we have 

with you, so that others may come to know your healing, forgiveness, 

friendship, new life and authority. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.  
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