
Dear Ipswich City Church family 

 

Today I have been working on the service and also meeting with Church Council. 
(John Walker will report on the Church Council meeting in the next week or two.) 

 

Prayer 

This week many people around Australia have been praying about domestic 
violence. It is hard to tell but with the combination of social isolation and job 
losses, households are being put under extra pressure and it is likely that 
domestic and family violence is increasing. There has been an increase in demand 
on Lifeline crisis counsellors and an increase in calls to men support lines with 
men self reporting their abuse or fear of committing it. We need to bring all these 
men and women and their children to God in prayer and do what we can to 
support families who may be under stress. 
 

Daily reflection 

 
“Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 

(1 Peter 2:5, NRSV)  

In 1 Peter 2:2-10 Christians are first described as nursing babies growing strong 

on the pure milk of God’s word. Then we are stones and then we are priests. 

What on earth do stones and priests have to do with each other? Priests are 

“go-betweens”. They bring God to others and others to God. They are like real 

estate agents for God. This passage is telling us that we are all priests. Through 

the relationship God has given us in giving us Jesus we have God with us. So 

wherever we go we take God and when we go to God in prayer we can bring 

our family, neighbours, friends and even enemies. And if someone in our life 



comes to us with a need, then they are effectively coming to God. (The same 

as going to a real estate agent is effectively coming to the owner of the house.) 

In the Bible and for Jewish people the one place above everywhere else where 

you could meet with God was the Temple in Jerusalem. When you went into 

the temple you were drawing as close as you could get to God. The temple and 

the priest do the same thing, they provide a place to meet God. For Christians 

there is no Temple and there are no special priests. We are all priests. We are 

all the temple. We are the place where people meet God. They also meet God 

in the pouring out of the Spirit and in reading and hearing the witness to Jesus 

in the word of the Bible, but they also meet God in you. Instead of the Temple 

being made of sandstone or granite or marble or bluestone, it is made of living 

stones. It is made of you – individual Christians, built together into the house 

of God. 

In this time of isolation due to the corona virus we have seen the truth of this 

in a new way. We have met God in each other meeting together in online 

worship and not in any building made of wood or stone. We are the meeting 

place of God for each other and for all the world. 

Lord thankyou that we can meet you in our fellow Christians. Help us together 

live up to the awesome truth that we are living stones built together into a 

place of meeting for all the world. In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 
 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 
 


