
Dear Ipswich City Church Family 

 

Just the reflection today. All this week reflections will be about Unity. 

 

Daily Reflection. 

 
Ezekiel 37:22 (NRSV): I will make them one nation in the land, on the 
mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king over them all. Never again shall 
they be two nations, and never again shall they be divided into two kingdoms. 
  
Division is not looked on kindly by voters looking at political parties. It can 
cause churches to lose members. A divided community is a weaker one. In the 
United States the slow reaction to Corona Virus was partly caused by the deep 
division and mistrust in that great nation. In Australia we responded better 
partly because Coalition and Labor leaders were able to trust each other 
enough to work together for the common good.  
  
Israel had been divided in two and neither group could stand up to the larger 
nations around them, and sometimes they even fought against each other. 
Ezekiel receives a word from God that the two nations, the people of God, will 
one day be reunited. (Ezekiel 37:15-28) I believe Israel are still God’s chosen 
people. It is just that we non-Jews have been included in God’s promises 
through Jesus. In Jesus we are united into one people. One of my many 
favourite parts of Scripture puts it like this: “But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our 
peace; in his flesh he has made both groups [Jews and non-Jews] into one and 
has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.” (Ephesians 
2:13–14, NRSV) 

  



 The vision of the Uniting Church was all about the power and strength that 
this God promised unity could give. The Promise to God’s people through 
Ezekiel was that ‘The nations will realize that I, GOD, make Israel holy when my 
holy place of worship is established at the centre of their lives 
forever.’  (Ezekiel 37:28, The Message) The united people of God would be like 
a beacon of God’s goodness and presence for all the world.” 

  
Lord, may our congregation and our movement be united, and draw us 
together with your whole body, so that your goodness shines though us. In 
Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
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