
Dear Ipswich City Church Family 

 

ANZAC Day 

The location of these images may look familiar: 

 

 
 

Daily Reflection 



 
“Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the 

things about himself in all the scriptures.” (Luke 24:27, NRSV)  

Today ANZAC Day 2020 is a day for remembering. Often when we remember 

things it is only well after the event that we see how important they were. We 

will not really know the importance of this time of pandemic and isolation until 

it is well past. In the same way we only made meaning of the events of Gallipoli 

and the Great War (WW 1) after they were over. We learned that Australia like 

other nations could mobilise a large professional armed force. We learned that 

war can be truly horrible. We learned the dark depths and heroic heights that 

human beings are capable of. Decades after another war, the Viet Nam war we 

also learned to honour those who had served even though the war itself was 

probably a mistake. (If only we could have done that at the time.)  

The two disciples on the road to Emmaus could not make sense of what was 

happening. They had pinned their hopes on Jesus being the one who would 

bring victory for the nation. Instead Jesus had been utterly defeated, and all 

their hopes with him. Jesus joins them on the road. They do not recognise 

them. He helps them to remember, by looking back on their history as Jewish 

people and showing them how he is the completion, the finishing, of that 

story. The Jewish people had been enslaved and nearly destroyed by the 

Egyptians, they had suffered for forty years in the wilderness, they had 

struggled to survive in the Land God gave them and eventually their nation was 

destroyed and they were taken into exile. Yet time and time again, God had 

rescued, forgiven and saved them. Jesus, his life, death and resurrection were 

completion of that story. His life (for us Christians) was the completion of the 

story. And the old stories and promises took on deeper meaning because of his 

story. 



In the middle of this time we may not have an answer to the question “What 

does this mean?”, any more that an ANZAC in the trenches or Cleopas and his 

companion on the road to Emmaus. But as Christians we do know the history 

and meaning of the people of Israel, and the meaning of Jesus’ life. So for 

ourselves and for our confused and frightened world we can remember our 

history say we know there is meaning, there is hope and there is new life. 

Lord, whether it is Easter Day or ANZAC Day help us to remember sot that we 

may have thankful and hopeful hearts and be a sign of hope for others. In Jesus 

Name we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

 


