
Dear Ipswich City Church family, 
 

I hope you are all doing well.  
 

Worship etc. 
As I've said before our Preacher this week is the acting Presbytery minister Dr 

David Mackay Rankin. David has come into the job at a very difficult time and has 

had to adapt to a very unusual situation. Our New Presbytery Minister Glen 

Schweitzer begins in May. David will record his Sermon this afternoon. 
 

The ANZAC Day commemoration link is coming but it may not be available until 

tomorrow. As soon as it is available I will ask Jan to send it out so it may come as 

a separate email. 
 

Meetings 

Like Church Council it is probable that both the Synod (Sate) meeting  and 

Presbytery (Regional) meetings of the church will go ahead in October and May by 

electronic means.  
 

Prayer 

Please pray for people in Church leadership, as they struggle to work out how to 

lead the church in these unusual times.  
 

Daily Reflection 

 
Psalm 116:12 (CEV):   What must I give you, Lord, for being so good to me? 

  
Sometimes we get our faith upside down and inside out. This especially 
happens with the psalms and Proverbs. We act as though God loves us because 
we are good. We even project the notion to the world. That’s why people think 
churches are all about being moral police and why many get so angry with us 
when we have a moral or ethical failure. The opposite is true. As my favourite 
two Bible verses put it: “This is what love is: it is not that we have loved God, 



but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the means by which our sins are 
forgiven. Dear friends, if this is how God loved us, then we should love one 
another.” (1 John 4:9–11 GNB) 

  
I believe that nothing is more freeing or more useful to the world than 
understanding that our motivation for doing good is thanksgiving. God has 
become one of us in Jesus, performed wonders, shared meals with all walks of 
life, taught his disciples and the crowds, suffered, died, and been raised to new 
life. “What must I give you, Lord, for being so good to me?” (Psalm 116:12) 

  
I must bring my worship; I must love my neighbour. Live a life of gratitude. At 
this time, that could mean being especially thankful to retail workers, teachers, 
medical personnel, first responders and other essential workers. If we have 
means it might be to support some vulnerable group with money, goods, or 
service. 
  
In Jesus and in creation we have been given so much. How should we respond? 

  
Lord, make us truly grateful for all that we have received, and may our daily 
living show our thanks. In Jesus Name. Amen. 
 

 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

 


