
ICUC Daily Reflection 093 21 June 2020 (UC anniversary 2020) 

In today’s Anniversary service David Baker speaks of how the church is to be fruitful. He preaches on 

the two passages referred to in this reflection: John 15:1-8 and 1 Corinthians 3:5-21.  

Daily Reflection 

“I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 

much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5, NRSV)  

I always read John 15 as saying that as Christians our unity and fruitfulness 

happened as a reflection of how hard we worked at remaining connected to 

the vine. Then one day I read the Basil the Branch story by Andrew 

McDonough and I knew I had been wrong. Our fruitfulness and unity is a gift 

from Jesus, not a result of our effort. Jesus is the whole vine we are the 

branches on that vine and our life and fruitfulness come from him. No branch 

on any plant creates fruit or growth through its own effort. 

As Paul, in another part of the Bible puts it, our growth or our building does 

not rest on our own effort but on the foundation of Jesus. Paul switches image 

and goes on to say, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.” (1 

Corinthians 3:6, NRSV) It was not Paul’s work which made the churches he 

planted grow, it was the work of God. 

This is not to say that we sit back and do nothing. We are in a relationship, and 

in any relationship, parent, child, friend, husband, wife, we do stuff, but like a 

relationship between a parent and a child, we as the child don’t “make” 

ourselves grow. We are “made”, fed, grow and are sheltered and usually loved 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUJ3RQk9-80


by our parents, and along the way we grow, sometimes even in spite of our 

effort.  Yet because it is a living thing and when there is love we do ‘make an 

effort’ and God includes that in the process. As in a garden we plant, we water, 

and God gives the growth. As on a vine we photosynthesise and grow toward 

the sun, and God brings the fruit. It does not depend on us, but it includes us.   

Loving God, cause us to stop striving and to rest in your love. As your love 

grows in us we trust that we will begin to plant, and water and build. We trust 

we will grow. We trust that we will bear fruit. In Jesus Name. Amen. 
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