
Dear Ipswich City Church Family 

 

I'm running out of time a bit today so today's reflection is the one from the 

Newslink with a prayer added. 
 

Worship 

Tomorrow's service has now been compiled and can be found HERE 

 or copy the link below into a browser. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNPi8bY3yzgJSaRj4AzHjZORcgcK0fdA

_ 

 

For past services go to our Youtube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCz5w6rIppfl-aYoTpTQzeHg/playlists  
 

Daily Reflection 

"He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father" (Apostles 

Creed). 

Sometimes Bible scholars and historians argue that the people of Jesus' time and 

before lived in a three level universe. Heaven was above and that is where God (or 

the gods) lived. Earth was below and that was where we were. Below that was 

Hell, or the deep or chaos. God was off in heaven and we were here below.  
 

There is some truth to this but it is very simplistic. God was also seen for instance 

as a shepherd who brings us to green pastures, banqueting tables and through dark 

valleys. If you had asked where Heaven is, ancient people would probably have 

pointed up. But if you had asked where God was they might have pointed to 

Jerusalem, or to Mt Sinai where Moses received the 10 Commandments on the 

stone tablets.  
 

It is true that God was near however that they would have said things like "God is 

Holy". We are flesh and bone but God is spirit (John 4:24). They meant that God 

was near but separate. God was the creator and we are part of the creation. God 

was perfect and we are far less than perfect.  
 

With Christianity all that changed. Next week we will reflect that Jesus is with us 

through the Spirit. But this week we reflect on how Jesus is with God the Father. 

Yes God is still Holy, and the creator, and "in heaven", and perfect, but God is also 

one of us. God is now like us part of the creation. Since Jesus returned to the 

Father - God will never again be far away from humanity. For in Jesus God is 

human.   
 

Reflect for a moment about what that might mean for your faith and life, for your 

relationship with God and with others. 
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God we thank you that you are not far away. You are one with us and we are one 

with you. We are so relieved that when you look at us, beside you, and part of you 

is Jesus, a human being like us. So we bring our pain, fear, grief, excitement, joy, 

hope, love, need and gifts to you, confident that you will respond to them all, and 

bring what is needed. In Jesus Name. Amen. 
 

Yours in Jesus 

 

 

Andrew 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

 


