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Oct 25 2020  

Pent 21 [30]  
 

Dt 34:1-12  

Ps 90:1-6, 13-17 1  

Thes 2:1-8  

Mt 22:34-46  
 

Nov 1 2020  

All Saints Day  

Rv 7:9-17  

Ps 34:1-10, 22  

1 Jn 3:1-3  

Mt 5:1-12  
 

AFTER PENTECOST 

A period of time that varies in length 

depending on whether Easter is early or 

late. In this period, the Church recalls its 

faith in the Holy Trinity. It seeks to  

relate its faith as a people of God to 

Christ’s mission in the world. It        

commences with Trinity 

Sunday and concludes with the feast of 

Christ the King. 
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REFLECTION  
Standing Commandments 

October 25, 2020 

NEWSLINK 

 

First read Matthew 22: 34-46 

What is the most serious crime anyone can commit in this world?  Is it murder?  Perhaps.  

But that commandment sits well down the list of the commandments in Exodus 20, (the 10 

Commandments).   

When I was a recruit in the Royal Australian Army, our instructors taught us the greatest 

crime we could ever commit was stealing from a fellow soldier. (In that enlisted 

environment, I guess the greatest crime couldn’t be murder, could it?)  

                                                              * * * * 

This week we see Jesus once more as the intended victim of entrapment.  A teacher of the 

law asks Jesus which is the greatest commandment in the Law.  The capital “L” in the word 

“Law”, in this case, is telling of the Law of Moses. 

Generally, the Law of Moses consists of the first five books of the Old Testament, known in 

Hebrew as the Torah, or what we call the (Greek) Pentateuch.  Collectively, these books 

contain vast amounts of God’s commandments for the Ancient People of God.   

Had Jesus selected any one of these commandments, ignoring all others, arguably then he 

could have been found wrong in law, and thus condemned.   

But once again we find Jesus outflanking his enemies.  He validly condenses those five books 

to just two concise commandments.  Scripture doesn’t tell us how the enquirer and his 

fellow Pharisees respond.  There’s no need to.   

For these two commandments cannot be refuted, either in terms of the Law of Moses, or in 

the practices of our faith today.   

They are the purest extract of all God’s instructions which had stood beforehand, and now 

stand forever more: the perfect concentrate, separated from “the whole Law of Moses and 

the teachings of the prophets”;  God’s own revision of His own commandments, given to us 

by Christ.   

Grace and Peace to each one of you, 

Rev Bruce 

 

NOTICES  

Morning Tea will be held in the hall after the service.    

Garage Sale at Ipswich City Uniting Church - 21 November.  Please see Rhonnie 
McAuliffe if you would like to help.  More information to come. 

Calling All Singers 
Please gather today in the hall at 10.30 after morning tea.  
I have a new song for us to sing at Carols Service, Sunday night, 20th December.  
Thanks, Liz.  


