
Dear Ipswich City church family, 

Just the reflection today. We have been working hard on the Easter services. 

My prayers are with you all. The Link to the Thursday service should be up 

tonight or tomorrow morning, and Good Friday not long after. 

Daily Reflection 

 
“…Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus 

the pioneer and perfecter of our faith…” (Hebrews 12:1–2, NRSV)  

One of my favourite biblical images is that of Jesus as the “pioneer” of our 

faith. Many years ago William Barclay used a wonderful image to explain this. (I 

don’t know if this is based on history or if it is an image Barclay used to bring 

the concept alive.) In the ancient world many sailors could not swim. As a 

safety measure one of the sailors was always a strong swimmer. If the ship was 

going to sink that sailor would swim to shore with a rope and tie it off to 

something firm. Then the other sailors and passengers could swim to safety 

using the rope to get to shore. Jesus is the one who gives us a lifeline to 

salvation. 

When I’ve preached on this passage, I’ve sometimes called my sermon “Jesus 

our Lifesaver”. We cannot save ourselves, but Jesus makes a way. He is the 

pioneer. The one who goes before us. At Easter time and in Holy Week we 

think about how Jesus is the one who went before us into death. Even better 

he takes us beyond death into risen life and takes us into the heart of the 

Father’s love. 

Lord, we are so grateful that you sent Jesus before us in all of life and even into 

death, to make a way. May our lives reflect this hope and life. In Jesus’ Name. 

Amen. 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 


