
Dear Ipswich City Church family, 
 

I hope you are keeping warm on this cool day.  
 

Worship 

I have decided to return to the beginning, and ask Heather and the kids to do some 

of the service for us this week. We will also have a couple of the newly recorded 

songs from our music team. 
 

The link will be emailed out sometime tomorrow. 
 

Daily Reflection 

 
“So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when 

you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”” (Acts 1:6, NRSV)  

The disciples had heard Jesus say to “love your enemies” and that “those who 

live by the sword will die by the sword”, and had seen him choose death on a 

cross rather than to call on an army of angels to rescue him. You might expect 

that they would not still be asking about when Israel would again be a great 

nation. Yet they still had the standard expectation that God’s Chosen one 

anointed by God with the Spirit and raised from the dead would be a King like 

David. Like David he would conquer the Romans who ruled Israel, boot out 

Herod and sit on the throne in Jerusalem. Maybe I am being too hard. Maybe 

they thought Jesus would stick around, convert the enemies (but still sit on the 

throne.) 

Jesus has a vastly different plan. Be my witnesses, not just to Israel but to “the 

ends of the earth”. Share the story of salvation and reconciliation with God in 

Jesus and invite people to trust in him. One day Jesus will return and “every 

knee will bow” but in the meantime, you need to look at the Kingdom in a 



vastly different way. They did, and the world changed, and Christians are now 

in every part of the world. 

As lockdown is slowly lifted, like the disciples with Jesus, we need to shift our 

expectations. There will be a new normal. What will not change is the mission. 

You are to be witnesses to Jesus. 

God, give us wisdom and open hearts to hear your call to live out our faith and 

calling in a changed world. We give thanks that although everything else may 

change your love and call remain the same. In Jesus Name. Amen 
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Yours in Jesus 

 

Andrew 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 


