
 
 

BIBLE READING  
 
 

April 19 2020  
Easter 2  
 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32  
Ps 16 1  
Pt 1:3-9  
Jn 20:19-31  
 
April 26 2020  
Easter 3  
 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41  
Ps 116:1-4, 12-19  
1 Pt 1:17-23  
Lk 24:13-35 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER 

The great fifty days of Easter includes eight 

Sundays beginning with the Easter Vigil and 

concluding on the Day of Pentecost. 

The season celebrates the Resurrection and 

Ascension of Christ and the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit.  
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The Uniting Church In Australia 

IPSWICH CITY 

From the treasurer 

The management of the COVID-19 virus is forcing the entire nation to rethink 
”Business as usual” as we go forward. Our church is no different to the rest of        
society.  We have to review how we conduct our church life now and into the future. 
 

At the moment, some of our normal income sources have ceased, because groups 
are no longer able to meet. Similarly, offerings normally received through Sunday 
worship have been disrupted. Unfortunately, the costs of operating the church are 
not disrupted in the same way. 
 

Please consider how you make your offering to the life of the church and if possible 
consider using direct credit through your bank as the method for making your   
offering. 
 

Details for the church account are: 
 

Account Name:  UCA- Ipswich City Uniting Church 
BSB:                        014010   
Account No:        387923132 

REFLECTION 
COMMISSIONED TO BE PEACEMAKERS 

April 19, 2020 

NEWSLINK 

 In his message on John 21:19-31 this week, Rev David Baker (the state leader of 
our church) argues our fundamental calling is to be agents of reconciliation or 
peacemakers. 

He draws this from John 20:21 where Jesus says “Peace be with you. As the       
Father has sent me, so I send you.” (NRSV) Peacemaking is tough work and needs 
people to be confident in their faith. Many peacemakers have paid with their 
lives yet as Christians Jesus has placed this work in our hands. David’s vision is 
that one day when there is conflict in the world people will say “Let’s go and ask 
the Christians. They know how to live in peace with one another. They know 
about reconciliation. Let’s ask them.” What do we need to do to move to that 
place? 

The second part of the reading is about Thomas. He didn’t see Jesus with the   
others, but when he does experience the risen Jesus he responds in faith. “My 
Lord and my God” - John’s Gospel calls us to identify our fundamental allegiance. 
This allegiance is to God revealed in Jesus, not our nation or anything else. We 
need to ask - Are we Australians who happen to be followers of Jesus? OR Are we 
above all else followers of Jesus called to bear witness to Jesus in this nation as 
citizens? The way we show this allegiance is to step out in faith and follow Jesus’ 
commission . “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” (John 20:21, NRSV)” and 
do the courageous work of peacemaking. 

Lord deepen our awareness of the power of your Spirit within, and Jesus          
commission to go and be like him, an agent of reconciliation. In Jesus’ Name. 
Amen.   

Rev Andrew 



Prayer points & General Notices  

Hebrews 4:16 ESV  
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. 
Romans 12:12 ESV  
Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in  
prayer. 
1 John 5:14-15 ESV  
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if 
we ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we 
know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we 
have the requests that we have asked of him. 

 
Ipswich City Uniting Church Website  -              
https://www.ipswichcityunitingchurch.org.au/  
 

The website is currently undergoing a major               
reconstruction so that it becomes a more relevant part 
of the Church’s  communication with the outside world. 
 
 

To keep the site relevant, it will need to be maintained 
and to do this it would be desirable to have a small 
team of people skilled in the workings of the site. 
 
 

If you would like to be part of this team, please contact 
Chris Howden or Peter Hall. The only pre-requisite is a 
computer with connection to the internet. Training and 
support will be provided by the team leaders. 
 
 

An invitation is extended to all the church community 
to visit the Church website and provide constructive 
feedback on what works and what does not work. The 
site reconstruction will continue for some time as 
scripts have to be completely written for some pages. 
 
Offering Envelopes 

New offering envelopes will be available for the first 
week in May. If you wish to receive a set of envelopes 
(new or continuing user) please let the Treasurer know 
(phone 0473430255 or email prphall@bigpond.net.au) 
and a set will be delivered to your mailbox. 
 
Bremer Brisbane Presbytery 

For presbytery events and information please go to:               
https://bremerbrisbane.org.au .  

 
The Uniting Church in Australia Queensland Synod 

To find communications to the Church in Queensland; 
live   streaming worship; resources for and from     
agencies and community services activities; links to 
other Uniting Church coronavirus resources; and links 
to government information pages go to:               
https://ucaqld.com.au/  

Triple P Covid-19 support available now online 

If you have family or know of families who are looking 
for strategies to help cope with the unique challenges 
of the  coronavirus pandemic, please pass on the      
following information. Register for one of the FREE 
streamed Triple P COVID-19  webinars or visit Triple P 
Online to complete the COVID-19 module and down-
load the “TOP PARENTING TIPS FOR PARENTS AND 
CARERS DURING COVID-19” 

https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/find-
help/triple-p-online  

 
 

 
 

Information on Presbytery Minister Induction Service                     
– Rev Glen Schweitzer  

Due to the current social health issues, the Induction        
Service for Rev Glen to become Presbytery Minister of 
Bremer Brisbane will be held via an online platform. This will 
be a shortened service, and more information will come    
regarding this shortly.  

We will be looking forwards to celebrating Glen’s new     
ministry together in full once we are safely able to do so! 

Glen is officially taking the role as of May 2020. We are 
grateful for his strong sense of ministry in this area, and his 
firm commitment to sharing Christ’s light and life with all 
members of the Presbytery as we go through this testing 
season.  

We are also ever grateful to Rev David Mackay-Rankin, who 
has been an immense help and joyful companion to work 
with during his time in Supply with us.  

Please continue to uphold Glen and his family in your      
prayers, and also Chapel Hill Uniting Church, as they say 
goodbye to their minister in these strange and challenging 
times. 
 

Shalom to you all,  

Gemma Ward 

Secretary Bremer Brisbane Presbytery  

HAPPY 40TH                                     

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY   

ROB & DOT BENNETT  

FOR THE 12TH APRIL                        
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