
Dear Ipswich City Church family 

 

Worship 
My email for today is even later than usual because I have been busy recording all day with 

the other Ipswich ministers for the Holy Thursday (Maundy Thursday) and Good Friday 

Services. These will be a combined effort between the Uniting Churches of Ipswich.  

 

Ruth, Rhonnie and Del helped in various ways. Thanks as always to Ashley. Thanks too to 

the Glebe Road worship team who will record some music tonight. Thanks to Heather and the 

kids for recording some music this afternoon. 

 

Daily Reflection. 

 
“For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18, NRSV)  

Those with no faith. Those who are anti-faith. Those ‘practical’ people of no religion or only 

nominal faith, no doubt look at the church and out trust in Jesus, at this time and see it as 

foolish. Yet for those of us who trust in Jesus, God gives strength and hope. This strength and 

hope is not only for some future time when Jesus will return to make everything new. This 

strength and hope is not for a place “up” in heaven. It is for now. It is not just for us. It is for 

all the world. 

 

One of the strangest and most shocking things about our faith is how one of the cruellest and 

most humiliating forms of death ever devised can become a symbol of life, forgiveness and 

reconciliation. Any person being nailed alive to two bit of timber in a public place and left to 

die of asphyxiation and/or exposure should shock and confront us. The notion that God, the 

creator and sustainer of the universe should become one of us and suffer this is beyond shock. 

 

Yet it is this very act of Love, the entering into our life (and death) at its very worst, which 

turns the cross into a sign of forgiveness and reconciliation. It is also a sign that God includes 

all that is human in the life of Jesus.  



 

This pattern is also reflected in the church. We can’t be Jesus and reconcile the world to God 

but we are included in God’s plan too. “Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not 

many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 

birth… God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 

nothing things that are,” (1 Corinthians 1:26-28 NRSV)  

 

God become one of us in Jesus, we give thanks for the cross and that you can use even our 

foolishness in your plan. In Jesus Name. Amen. 

 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

 


