
Dear Ipswich City Church family 

 

Today a word of encouragement for the weary. Perhaps yourselves or perhaps 
someone you know. 
 

Daily reflection 

 
 

A word for the weary. 

“The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 

sustain the weary with a word.” (Isaiah 50:4a, NRSV)  

I am confident public speaker, but I am not such a confident singer. I have 

some skills but struggle a bit singing the harmonies. I have only been in one 

musical, a small production of Miss Saigon, with the Toowoomba Choral 

society. I felt like a fish out of water and very self-conscious. About halfway 

through the rehearsals the vocal coach and director came up to me and 

complemented me on my acting and said I was an example for others. (They 

also reassured me my singing was OK.) That word of encouragement was a 

powerful thing. It kept me going and helped me to enjoy the process much 

more. 

Isaiah is maybe speaking of himself or is speaking for “the servant”. “The 

Servant” is a person Isaiah speaks of that Christians usually identify with Jesus. 

In either case we all know the truth that a word from the Bible can carry us 

through a difficult time. “I will never leave you or forsake you.” “I am with you 

always.” “Whoever believes in him has eternal life.” We will “rise up on wings 

like eagles”. There are a thousand more.  



At this hard time, share these sustaining words from the Bible with others. And 

also share tour own words of encouragement. Those words may not have 

much substance. They may not be hand sanitiser, or toilet paper or a cure for 

Covid19 but, a well placed word can “sustain the weary.” 

Lord, I give thanks for your word and the encouraging words of friends. Give me 

words from the Bible and from your Spirit, that I may share with the weary. In 

Jesus Name. Amen. 

Yours in Jesus 

 

Andrew 
 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 
 


