
Dear Ipswich City Church family 

 

Here is today's reflection. I am having one of those days today where not much seems to get 

done. 

 

I have been reflecting on what happens when we might choose to go back to face to face 

church. There are a number of people in vulnerable categories so we may delay for some 

time. Once we start we will have to use social distancing and take a number of other 

measures. (There is a 36 page document from the state (Synod) office about this.)  

 

To make sure those who can't attend can be included we might have to switch from a pre-

recorded playlist to a live broadcast (live stream). 

 

There is much to think about!  

 

At the same time I know the Op shop crew have been doing a lot of work to see how and 

when they can re-open and that is just as complicated. 

 

Please pray for wisdom for everyone at this time. 

 

Daily reflection 

 
1 Peter 5:10 (NRSV): And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you. 
  
These words are not written in a time of pandemic but in a time of persecution 
and Spiritual. Most of us have not suffered much. We may have had to stay 
home or home school our kids. We may have had to change the way we do 
many things, but because of social distancing and the lockdown most of us 
have stayed safe and healthy. Now the restrictions are beginning to ease. 
  
At any time of suffering we who are Christians need to remember that we 
worship a God who turns death to life, turns sinners into saints, makes a way 



when the way is blocked by the sea, turns deserts into lush green lands and 
gives children to the childless. 
  
Until Jesus returns or until our mortal life is over we will face times of trial or 
suffering. We always live with some uncertainty. It is often like our present 
time. Some of the restrictions are lifting, more may follow. There is the hope of 
a vaccine, but the virus could return, and who knows what else is around the 
corner.  
  
Yet we also live with certainty. God rescued the people from Egypt. God gave 
children to Sarah, Hannah, and Elizabeth, and most important of all God raised 
Jesus from the dead. We therefore have a living hope, that these trials will pass 
and God will "restore, support, strengthen, and establish you.” (1 Peter 5:10) 

  
God, we give you thanks for the easing of restrictions, and pray for a steady 
return to a free-er life. When times are hard for whatever reason, remind us 
that you are the God of resurrection and restoration, who acts right now, in the 
future and in all eternity. Amen. 
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Yours in Jesus 

 
 

Andrew 

Rev. Andrew Gillies 

 


